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Corporation  op  Wigan. 

Oppicer  of  Health’s  Department, 

February  5th,  1901. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary 

Committee . 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  present  you  with  my  Fifth 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  your  County  Borough 
for  the  year  1900. 

The  Death-rate  for  the  year  is  21*95  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  against  21*91  in  the  previous  year,  and 
18*88  in  1898.  '  , 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  owing  to  the 
severity  of  the  weather,  we  had  a  heavy  death-rate  from 
Bronchial  and  Pulmonary  Affections,  which  counter¬ 
balanced  the  diminution  in  deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases. 
The  Zymotic  death-rate  shows  a  considerable  decrease, 
we  have  a  rate  of  2*63,  against  4*70. 

Small-pox  and  Typhus  are  still  absent  from  our  list 
of  infectious  diseases,  but  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  very 
prevalent  during  the  latter  nine  months  of  the  year. 
Enteric,  however,  gives  us  70  fewer  cases  and  six  less 
deaths.  How  we  have  been  able  to  prevent  Scarlet 
becoming  epidemic  it  is  difficult  to  say,  for  our  hospital 
accommodation  was  not  sufficient  to  isolate  many  cases 
that  ought  to  have  been  removed,  and  in  consequence 
we  have  three,  four,  five,  and  even  six  cases  in  one  house. 
It  is  much  more  difficult  to  isolate  cases  now  in  cottages 
than  it  was  five  years  ago,  for  the  nursing  and  restric¬ 
tions  placed  on  the  people  in  the  house  and  neighbour¬ 
hood  become  irksome,  and  removal  to  the  Sanatorium  is 
sought  by  the  parents  and  medical  attendant  much  more 
frequently  than  formerly.  If  we  are  not  able  to  remove 
these  cases,  then  with  all  our  care  laxity  in  the  arrange¬ 
ments  ensue,  and  we  get  more  cases. 
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I  am  still  indebted  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Committee  for  their  kindness  and  cordial  support, 
and  also  to  the  Medical  Profession  who  render  me  every 
assistance  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  and  if  it  were 
not  for  their  kindly  co-operation  and  prompt  action 
infectious  cases  would  become  more  frequent. 

To  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  I  am  also  under  obliga¬ 
tion,  especially  to  Mr.  Sumner,  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  at  all  times  carries  out  any  suggestion  I 
make,  and  even  anticipates  my  wishes  ;  he  is  also  very 
ready  to  get  me  statistical  and  other  information  which 
one  requires  for  the  purposes  of  discharging  the  duties 
of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  BERRY, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


REPORT. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1900. 


Population  estimated  July  1st,  1900  .  63,400 

Marriages  are  not  ascertained  for  the  County 

Borough. 

„  Annual  rate  per  1,000  of  popula¬ 
tion,  ditto. 


Births 


Males .  1116) 

Females...  1061) 


Total 


2,177 


Annual  rate  of  births  per  1,000  of 

population .  34*49 

Ditto  for  England  and  Wales  .  28*9 
Illegitimate  births,  108,  or  4*91  per 

cent. 


Deaths  I  ^'a^es1 .  rrr  1  Total 

(  lemales  ..  bbb  ) 


Annual  rate  of  mortality  .  21*95 

Ditto  in  England  and  Wales  ...  18*3 

Death  rate  in  33  laige  towns  .  19*5 

Ditto  67  other  „  .  18*1 

And  in  England  and  W ales, 

less  the  100  towns  ...  17*5 

Excess  of  registered  births  over  deaths  _  790 

Total  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  .  167 

Annual  rate  of  mortality  from  zymotic  diseases  2*63 

Ditto  in  England  and  Wales  .  2*0 

Total  deaths  from  diarrhoea  .  77 

Annual  rate  of  mortality  from  diarrhoea  .  1*21 

Infantile  rate  (deaths  per  1,000  births),  1900  190 

Ditto  for  England  and  Wales  .  154 


Acreage. — With  an  acreage  of  2,188,  and  a  population 
estimated  at  63,400,  we  have  28*97  persons  per  acre. 
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Population. — The  population  estimated  at  the  middle  of 
the  year  (June  30th,  1900)  is  63,400,  and  this  may  he 
taken  as  fairly  correct. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  1900 
is  2,177  (males,  1,116  ;  females,  1,061),  the  rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population  being  34*49.  The  birth  rate, 
compared  with  1899,  is  *10  higher.  The  illegitmate 
births  number  108,  or  4*91  per  cent.,  being  a  decrease 
of  *63  per  cent. 

The  Mortality  Bate. — The  deaths  for  1900  number 
1387  (721  males,  666  females),  being  an  excess  of  55 
males  over  the  females.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  per  annum  is  21*95 ;  in  1899,  21*91;  thus  we 
have  an  increase  in  deaths  of  19,  equalling  *04  in  the 
death  rate. 


The  death  rate  for  each  quarter  is  as  follows  : — 


1900. 

All  causes. 

Zymotics. 

1st  Quarter . 

25*35 

1-65 

2nd  „  ...... 

21-88 

1-33 

3rd  „  ..... 

23-38 

5-17 

4th 

16-71 

2-39 

The  zymotic  rate  shows  a  very  considerable  decrease 
for  1900  ;  it  is  2*63.  The  previous  year  it  was  4*70, 
showing  a  decrease  of  2*07,  this  being  due  to  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  deaths  from  measles,  whooping  cough, 
and  enteric  fever. 
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TABLE  I. 

Weekly  Returns  oe  Births  and  Deaths  eor  1900. 


1900. 

Week  Ending. 

Deaths 
from  all 
Causes. 

Annual 
Rate 
per  1,000. 

Deaths 

from 

Zymotics. 

Zymotic 

Rate. 

Births. 

Annual 

rate 

per  1,000. 

January  6  . 

27 

22-38 

2 

1-66 

37 

30-67 

13  . 

37 

30-65 

1 

•82 

56 

46-39 

„  20  . 

23 ' 

19-05 

2 

1-65 

32 

26-51 

„  27  . 

25 

20-71 

4 

3-32 

43 

35-62 

February  3  . 

25 

20-69 

1 

•82 

50 

41-39 

10  . 

35 

28-97 

2 

1-65 

33 

27-31 

17  . . 

48 

39-73 

3 

2-48 

49 

40-56 

24  . 

44 

36-42 

1 

•82 

63 

52-15 

March  3  . 

32 

26-49 

2 

1"65 

36 

29-80 

„  10  . 

18 

14-88 

2 

1-65 

42 

34-73 

„  17  . 

30 

24-81 

1 

•82 

48 

39-70 

„  24  . 

31 

25-64 

2 

1-65 

47 

38-87 

„  31  . 

31 

25-64 

3 

2-48 

42 

34-73 

April  7  . 

27 

22-31 

1 

•82 

47 

38-84 

„  14  . 

23 

19-00 

1 

•82 

49 

40-49 

„  21  . 

26 

21-46 

— 

— 

49 

40-46 

„  28  . 

25 

20-64 

1 

•82 

54 

44-59 

May  5  . 

29 

23-92 

3 

2-47 

38 

31-35 

12  . . 

31 

25*57 

3 

2-47 

47 

38-77 

19  . 

29 

23-92 

2 

1-64 

41 

33-82 

26  . 

20 

16-48 

2 

1-64 

43 

35-44 

June  2  . 

25 

20-61 

— 

— 

40 

32-97 

„  9  . 

33 

27-22 

— 

— 

40 

32-97 

16  . 

26 

21-43 

2 

1-64 

44 

36-27 

23  . 

28- 

23-06 

4 

3-29 

55 

45-30 

30  . 

23 

18-94 

2 

1-64 

40 

32-94 

July  7  . . 

23 

18-94 

3 

2-47 

34 

28-00 

14  . 

30 

24-71 

1 

*  -82 

39 

32-12 

21  . 

18 

14-81 

3 

2-46 

42 

34-56 

28  . 

28 

23-04 

1 

•82 

37 

30-45 

August  4  . 

24 

19-75 

5 

4-11 

44 

36-21 

11  . 

31 

25-49 

7 

5-75 

37 

30-42 

„  18  . 

29 

23-76 

7 

5-73 

68 

55-92 

„  25  . 

32 

26-31 

8 

6-57 

28 

23-02 

September  1  . 

31 

25-47 

13 

10-68 

42 

34-51 

8  . 

39 

32-07 

16 

13-15 

37 

30-42 

15  . 

28 

23-00 

8 

6-57 

46 

37-79 

„  22  . 

30 

24-65 

4 

3-25 

39 

32-04 

„  29  . 

28 

23-00 

6 

4-92 

34 

27-93 

October  6  . 

26 

21-36 

5 

4-10 

26 

21-36 

13  . 

25 

20-54 

4 

3-28 

41 

33-68 

„  20  . 

13 

10-67 

1 

•82 

38 

31-19 

„  27  . 

16 

13-13 

2 

1-64 

46 

37-76 

November  3  . 

13 

10-66 

3 

2-46 

43 

35-27 

10  . 

14 

11-48 

1 

•82 

31 

25-43 

17  . 

18 

14-75 

1 

•82 

30 

24-59 

„  24  . 

20 

16-39 

3 

2-45 

39 

31-96 

December  1  . 

24 

19-67 

2 

1-63 

41 

33-60 

8  . 

30 

24-59 

6 

4-91 

31 

25-41 

15  . 

21 

17-19 

2 

1-63 

49 

40-13 

22  . 

21 

17-19 

2 

1-63 

37 

30-30 

29  . 

24 

1  9-65 

6 

4-91 

33 

27-03 

11 

TABLE  II. 

Monthly  Table  op  Deaths  erom  all  Causes,  and 
Zymotic  Diseases,  with  Rates  pee,  1,000  pee  Annum. 


Month. 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Annual 
Rate  per 
1,000  living 

No.  of 
Deaths 
from 
Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Annual 
Rate  per 
1,000  living 

Deaths  of 

from  all 
Causes. 

Infants 
under  1  yr. 

Persons 
over  60  y  rs. 

January  . 

112 

23T9 

9 

1*84 

28 

26 

February  . 

152 

31-20 

7 

1-44 

31 

52 

March . 

142 

23-49 

10 

1-65 

37 

31 

April  .  . . 

101 

20-85 

3 

■61 

25 

12 

May . 

109 

22-47 

10 

2-05 

32 

20 

June  . . . 

135 

22-15 

8 

1-31 

27 

30 

July . . 

99 

20-37 

8 

1-64 

32 

22 

August  ............... 

116 

23-83 

27 

5-54 

64 

17 

September . 

156 

25-64 

47 

7- 71 

64 

20 

October  . 

80 

16-42 

12 

2-46 

21 

14 

November  . 

65 

13-32 

8 

1-64 

10 

15 

December  . 

120 

19-66 

18 

2-94 

33 

25 

Totals . 

1387 

21-95 

167 

2-63 

404 

284 

TABLE  III. 

Table  showing  Comparative  Statistics  between  Wigan 

and  other  Towns  during  1900. 


Town. 

Popula¬ 

tion. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Zymotic 

Rate. 

Infantile 
DeathRate 
per  1,000 
Births. 

Average 
Death 
Rate  last 
10  years. 

Birkenhead  . 

117,170 

29-25 

16-77 

176 

158 

18  99 

Blackpool  . 

50,166 

25‘27 

14-33 

P73 

149 

14-74 

Bristol  . 

324,973 

27-6 

16-6 

1-8 

132 

18-4 

Bury  . . . 

61,765 

22-50 

17-24 

2T5 

171 

21-47 

Crewe  . . 

44,040 

32-2 

15-3 

1-77 

138 

16-15 

Carlisle  . . . . 

42,800 

31-6 

18-8 

1-4 

134 

19-9 

Darwen  . 

38,600 

25-3 

20-4 

2-8 

191 

177 

Folkestone  . . . 

29,900 

23-3 

12-8 

1-4 

117 

14-0 

Huddersfield  . 

104,484 

22-82 

16-82 

l'o8 

132 

17-38 

Nottingham 

246,013 

27-3 

19-1 

2-38 

196 

18-4 

Nelson  ............... 

35,000 

22-6 

12-2 

•7 

127 

14*5 

Oldham  . . 

153,297 

24-1 

19-5 

2-4 

172 

21-1 

Plymouth  . 

102,161 

27-88 

20-57 

2-26 

174-8 

20-16 

Rochdale  . . 

75,282 

23-9 

20-2 

1-37 

167 

19-21 

Stockport  . 

82,440 

27'8 

21-4 

2*66 

203 

22-65 

St.  Helens  . . . . . 

88,480 

35-03 

21-63 

3-04 

188 

21-47 

Sunderland  ......... 

147,398 

35-66 

21-36 

2-89 

169 

21-5 

Warrington  . . 

65,000 

36-7 

19-4 

2-7 

162 

20-6 

West  Bromwich  ... 

64,000 

35-4 

19-7 

2-7 

196 

— 

Burnley  . . . . . 

100,000 

29-34 

18*84 

1-07 

208 

20*3 

Cardiff  . . 

203,050 

26-7 

13-7 

2-11 

140 

17-71 

Middlesbrough  ... 

97,007 

34-46 

24-81 

1-6 

198 

20-86 

Lancaster  . 

39,198 

25-23 

14-05 

2-06 

178 

15-98 

Bradford  . 

291,535 

23-05 

16-35 

1-37 

140-6 

18-4 

WIGAN . . 

63,400 

3449 

21-95 

263 

190 

2215 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

238,736 

32-6 

19-2 

2-9 

180 

17-4 

Bolton . 

164,240 

29-0 

19-5 

2-39 

170 

21-2 

Southampton  . . 

107,713 

27-2 

16-9 

1-47 

152 

18-0 

Derby . 

107,991 

26-85 

1716 

2-32 

174 

17-11 

W ol verhampton  . . . 

89,598 

33-5 

22-3 

4*4 

207 

21-53 

Gateshead-on-Tyne. 

109,403 

36-4 

19-2 

1-7 

166 

19-6 

Chorley . 

27,000 

26-63 

21-36 

2-15 

229 

22-01 

Barrow  . 

65,703 

27*56 

16-54 

2-6 

175 

15-00 

4 
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TABLE  IV. 

Death  Rate  for  Wigan  During  the  Last  Ten  Years. 


1891  .  247  ^ 

1892  .  24-4 

1893  .  24-2 

1894  .  18-9 

1895  .  22’52  I  Average  for  10 

1896  . .  23*09  years  22*25. 

1897  .  20*99 

1898  .  18*88 

1899  .  21*91 

1900  .  21*95  , 


Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  is  404,  or  190  per  1,000  births,  and 
of  children  over  1  year  and  under  5  years,  205,  or  5 *21  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

Senile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  persons  of 
60  years  of  age  and  over  is  284,  or  4* 38  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


THE  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES, 

The  mortality  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases, 
namely,  Small  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Whooping- 
Cough,  Typhus,  Enteric  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and 
Diarrhoea,  gives  us  a  rate  of  2*63  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

The  deaths  numbered  167. 

The  zymotic  rate  2*63  is  made  up  as  follows  :  — 


Deaths  per  1,000. 


Small  Pox  . 

1900. 

1899. 

Scarlet  Pever . 

*33 

•34 

Measles . 

*19 

1-64 

Whooping  Cough  . 

*44 

•85 

Typhus . 

Enteric . 

*29 

•40 

Diphtheria  . 

*06 

*20 

Diarrhoea . 

1*21 

1*21 

Puerperal  . 

•07 

•01 

Erysipelas  . 

•01 

•01 

13 
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The  zymotic  rate  during  each  of  the  four  quarters 
was  : — 


1900. 

1899. 

1st  Quarter  . 

1-65 

1-67 

2nd  . . 

1-33 

2-04 

3rd  „  . 

5U7 

8-42 

4th 

2'39 

6-70 

Table  oe  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Notified. 

Died. 

Case  Mortality 
per  cent. 

Small  Pox  . 

Scarlet  Fever . . . 

484 

21 

4-33 

Enteric  Fever  . 

104 

19 

18-20 

Diphtheria  . 

20 

4 

20-0 

Measles  . 

319 

12 

3-70 

Whooping  Cough . 

. 

28 

Diarrhoea  . 

77 

Puerperal  . 

4 

5 

Erysipelas  . 

39 

1 

2-5 

14 


SMALL  POX. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  the  absence  of  this 
disease.  We  are  prepared,  however,  with  our  hospital 
for  any  case  that  may  occur.  I  have,  as  usual,  kept  a 
weekly  record  of  its  existence  during  the  past  year,  and 
have  been  on  the  alert  for  any  imported  case. 

Cities  and  towns  in  which  small  pox  was  present 
during  the  year  1900 


Town. 

Date. 

Cases. 

Southampton  . 

1900 
Jan.  6 

1 

Chadderton  . . 

„  6 

1 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  6 

16 

London  . . 

„  6 

1 

West  Ham . 

13 

2 

Liverpool  . 

„  13 

1 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  13 

15 

London  . 

„  13 

10 

Gri  msby  . 

„  13 

2 

Southampton  . 

„  20 

1 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  20 

12 

London  . 

„  20 

3 

Southampton  . 

„  27 

1 

West  Ham . 

„  27 

1 

Macclesfield  . 

„  27 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  27 

1 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  27 

9 

London  ............... 

„  27 

5 

Grimsby  . . . 

Teb.  3 

2 

Leeds  . . 

„  3 

1 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  3 

8 

London  . 

„  3 

2 

London  . 

„  io 

1 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  10 

1 

West  Ham . 

„  17 

1 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  17 

8 

„  24 

6 

Hornsey,  S.  ......... 

„  24 

3 

Tottenham . 

„  24 

1 

West  Ham . 

„  24 

1 

London  . 

„  24 

2 

West  Ham. . . . 

Mar.  3 

2 

Whitehaven  . 

„  3 

1 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  3 

9 

London  . 

„  3 

1 

Wimbledon  . 

„  io 

1 

West  Ham . . 

„  10 

2 

Birmingham . 

„  10 

2 

Liverpool  . 

„  10 

1 

Cardiff  . 

„  10 

1 

London  . . . 

„  10 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  17 

1 

Town. 

Date.  : 

Cases 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

1900 
Mar. 17 

1 

London  . 

„  17 

3 

Liverpool  . . 

„  24 

3 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  24 

3 

Liverpool  . 

„  31 

21 

Burnley . 

„  31 

1 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  31 

5 

Cardiff  . 

„  31 

2 

Southampton  . 

April  7 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  7 

8 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  7 

2 

Bootle  . 

„  14 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  14 

9 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  14 

1 

Newport . 

„  14 

1 

Cardiff  . 

„  14 

1 

London  . . . 

„  14 

2 

London  . 

„  21 

1 

Southampton  . 

„  21 

2 

Bootle 

,,  21 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  21 

18 

W  aterloo  . 

„  21 

1 

Stalybridge  . 

„  21 

1 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  21 

3 

Newport  (Mon.)  ... 

„  21 

2 

Liverpool  . 

„  28 

9 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  28 

1 

London  . . 

„  28 

5 

Southampton  . 

May  5 

5 

Liverpool  . 

„  5 

12 

Bolton  . 

55  3 

1 

Stalybridge  . 

„  5 

1 

Middleton  . 

„  5 

1 

Oldham  . . 

5,  5 

1 

Croydon  . 

5,  12 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  12 

8 

Manchester  . 

„  12 

1 

Ashton- under-Lyne 

„  12 

1 

Stalybridge  . 

„  12 

1 

Middleton  . 

12 

1 

Oldham  . 

„  12 

1 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  12 

1 

15 
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Town. 

Date. 

Cases 

Tynemouth.  . 

1900 
May  12 

1 

London  . 

„  12 

1 

Southampton  . 

„  19 

1 

Bootle  . 

„  19 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  19 

2 

Middleton  . 

„  19 

3 

Wakefield  . 

„  19 

1 

London  . 

„  19 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  26 

1 

Salford  . 

„  26 

5 

Ashton-under-Lyne 

„  26 

2 

Stalybridge  . 

„  26 

7 

Middleton  . 

„  26 

1 

Oldham  . 

„  26 

1 

Halifax  . 

„  26 

2 

London  . 

„  26 

4 

Liverpool  . 

June  2 

2 

Salford  . 

„  2 

1 

Ashton-under-Lyne 

„  2 

1 

Stalybridge  . 

„  2 

5 

Oldham  . 

„  2 

1 

London  . 

„  2 

3 

Southampton  . 

„  9 

1 

East  Ham  . 

„  9 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  9 

4 

Manchester  . 

„  9 

1 

Stalybridge  . 

„  9 

4 

Middleton  . 

„  9 

3 

Kingston-on-Hull 

„  9 

1 

London  . 

„  9 

4 

London  . 

„  16 

9 

Southampton  . 

„  16 

1 

Wolverhampton  ... 

„  16 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  16 

2 

Stratford  .  . . 

„  16 

1 

Manchester  . 

„  16 

1 

Chadderton  . 

„  16 

1 

Middleton  . 

„  16 

1 

Oldham  . 

„  16 

1 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  16 

2 

East  Ham  . 

„  23 

1 

Wolverhampton  ... 

„  23 

3 

Liverpool  ...  . . 

„  23 

1 

Salford  . 

„  23 

1 

Ashton-under-Lyne 

„  23 

1 

Stalybridge  . 

»  23 

1 

Chadderton  . 

„  23 

6 

Middleton  . 

„  23 

3 

Oldham  . 

„  23 

1 

Rochdale  . 

„  23 

1 

London  . 

„  23 

2 

Olossop  . 

„  30 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  30 

5 

Chadderton  . 

„  30 

2 

Middleton  . . 

„  30 

1 

London  . 

„  30 

8 

Town. 

Date. 

Cases 

1900 

London  . 

July  7 

7 

Grlossop  . 

„  7 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  7 

3 

Middleton  . 

„  7 

2 

Oldham  . 

„  7 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  14 

1 

Chadderton  . 

„  14 

1 

Oldham  . . 

„  14 

1 

Blackburn . . 

„  14 

1 

London  . 

„  14 

2 

Blackburn  . 

„  21 

12 

Swansea  . 

„  21 

1 

London  . 

„  21 

2 

Finchley . 

„  28 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  28 

1 

Southport  . 

„  28 

1 

Bury  . 

„  28 

1 

Blackburn  . 

„  28 

7 

London  . . 

„  28 

2 

Liverpool  . 

Aug.  4 

7 

Blackburn . 

4 

J?  ^ 

2 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

„  4 

1 

Bury  . 

»  11 

1 

Chadderton  . 

„  11 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  IB 

2 

Bury  . 

,  18 

1 

Reigate  . 

„  25 

1 

Liverpool  . 

,,  25 

6 

Liverpool  . 

Sept.  1 

6 

London  . 

„  1 

2 

London  . 

„  8 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  8 

3 

Liverpool  . 

„  15 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  22 

1 

Kingston-on-Hull  .. 

»  22 

1 

„  29 

0 

Southampton  . 

Oct.  6 

4 

Liverpool  . 

„  6 

4 

South  Shields  . 

»  6 

1 

West  Hartlepool  ... 

„  6 

2 

Merthyr  Tydvil 

„  6 

1 

Edmonton . 

„  13 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  13 

2 

Waterloo  . 

„  13 

2 

Derby  . 

„  13 

1 

Merthyr  Tydvil  . . . 

„  13 

2 

West  Hartlepool  ... 

„  13 

1 

South  Shields  . 

„  13 

1 

Liverpool  . 

„  20 

2 

West  Hartlepool  ... 

„  20 

1 

Newport  (Mon.)  ... 

„  20 

1 

Merthyr  Tydvil  ... 

„  27 

1 

Southampton  . 

27 

1 

Hartlepool 

Nov.  3 

3 

West  Hartlepool  ... 

„  3 

1 

Rhondda  . 

»  3 

1 

16 


Town. 

Date. 

Cases. 

Town. 

Date. 

Cases. 

1900 

1900 

London  . . . 

„  3 

1 

Whitehaven  . 

Dec.  1 

1 

Southampton  . 

»  10 

3 

West  Hartlepool  ... 

„  1 

1 

Hartlepool  . 

„  10 

3 

Sunderland  . 

„  1 

1 

West  Hartlepool  ... 

„  10 

1 

Rochdale  . 

„  8 

1 

55  5  5 

„  17 

1 

Barrow  . 

„  8 

1 

5  5  55 

„  24 

1 

Hartlepool  . 

„  8 

1 

Bangor  . 

„  24 

4 

Barrow-in-Furness . 

„  22 

1 

London  . 

„  24 

3 

Tynemouth  . 

1 

Liverpool  . . 

Dec.  1 

1 

Leeds  . 

„  29 

1 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths 
for  the  following  returns  of  the  vaccinations  performed 
in  Wigan  during  the  past  year,  and  which  are  from  the 
Vaccination  Officer’s  returns  : — 

Vaccination  Returns,  1899-1900. 


The  whole  of 

Jan.  to  June? 

July  to  Dec., 

1899. 

1900. 

1900. 

Births  Registered 

2144 

1170 

1030 

Successfully  vaccinated  . 

1610 

858 

Insusceptible  . 

13 

1 

Dead  un vaccinated  . . . 

317 

174 

Exemptions,  sec.  2,  1899  . 

32 

20 

Postponed  by  certificates  . 

5 

11 

Left  town  and  reported  to  others 

14 

16 

Remainder  cannot  trace  . 

56 

20 

Refusals  and  not  accounted  for... 

97 

1170 

Total  number  of  successful  vaccinations,  all  ages, 


55  5  5 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

a  ’> 


12  months  in  1899 
1900 


55 


in  1899 
1900 


2203 

1771 

422 

404 


On  one  or  two  occasions  we  had  Small  Pox  in  close 
proximity,  namely,  at  Bolton,  Bury,  and  Blackburn,  i  In 
consequence  of  this  and  knowing  the  habits  of  the  migra¬ 
tory  population  are  such  as  to  pass  from  these  towns  to 
our  own,  I  asked  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Bradbury,  the  Union 
Medical  Officer,  by  means  of  the  following  communi¬ 
cation  : — 

Wigan,  July  21,  1900. 

Dear  Dr.  Bradbury, 

According  to  the  returns  from  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board,  Small-pox  is  in  Blackburn,  and  from  the 
reports  in  the  press  it  appears  to  be  spreading. 
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As  a  number  of  tramps  pass  from  Blackburn 
through  Wigan,  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  be 
detained  until  you  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
them.  Can  you  kindly  make  arrangements  for  this  to 
be  done  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 

WM.  BERRY, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

Dr.  Bradbury,  Wigan. 

I  need  only  add  that  he  complied  very  readily  with 
my  request.  The  experience  of  the  epidemic  at  Hull 
bears  out  all  that  has  been  said  about  Vaccination  and 
re-vaccination ,  and  I  will  just  quote  from  Dr.  Mason’s 
report  the  conclusions  he  arrived  at  :  - 

44  The  experience  of  the  epidemic,  and  as  based 
upon  the  foregoing  statistics,  would  tend  to  prove — 

44  1.  That  vaccination,  thoroughly  and  efficiently 
performed,  is  a  sure  and  safe  protection  against  the 
liability  of  an  attack  of  Small-pox.  An  efficient  vacci¬ 
nation  should  consist  of  not  less  than  four  scars,  equal  to 
an  area  of  ^--square  inch  of  4  foveated  cicatrix  5  required 
of  the  public  vaccinators  by  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

44  2.  That  inefficient  vaccination  is  as  harmful  as  it 
is  erroneous,  as  it  deludes  persons  into  a  feeling  of  self¬ 
security.  It  destroys  the  belief  in  the  value  of  vaccina¬ 
tion  as  a  protection  by  reason  of  those  who  are  thus 
inefficiently  vaccinated  contracting  Small-pox. 

44  3.  That  re-vaccination  is  of  as  great  importance 
as  primary  vaccination,  and  should  be  enforced  every 
ten  years.  This  vaccinal  protection  at  adolescence  is 
still  as  necessary  as  before,  and  as  stated  in  the  4  British 
Medical  J ournal,’  the  existence  of  the  conscientious  clause 
affords  a  natural  and  logical  opportunity  of  establishing 
a  national  system  of  re- vaccination,  and  with  that  I  most 
cordially  concur.” 

(Annual  Report  for  Hull ,  1899.) 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

We  have  liad’484  notifications  of  this  disease  for  1900 
against  244  for  1899,  and  have  had  21  deaths  against  19 
in  1899. 


Notifications 

Kemoved  10 
Sanatoi  ium. 

Deaths. 

January  . 

11 

9 

I 

February . 

11 

6 

0 

March  . 

25 

17 

1 

April  . 

31 

15 

0 

May . 

42 

22 

2 

June . 

41 

16 

2 

July . 

42 

23 

2 

August  . 

54 

18 

2 

September  . 

61 

25 

4 

October  . 

58 

21 

2 

November  . 

64 

23 

1 

December  . 

44 

16 

4 

484 

211 

21 

The  percentage  of  removals  to  Sanatorium  to  cases 
notified  has  been  43,59,  against  57  55  in  1899  and  45 
per  cent,  in  1 898,  this  being  entirely  owing  to  want  of 
sufficient  hospital  accomodation. 

We  have  had  two  “  return  cases  ”  during  the  year, 
which  is  a  very  small  number  considering  the  number 
treated. 

There  is  a  growing  tendency  to  have  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  removed  to  and  nursed  in  our  Sanatorium,  and  it  is 
much  less  easy  to  isolate  at  home  than  it  was  a  few  years 
ago. 


The  carelessness  which  is  observed  in  mild  cases 
contributes  very  much  to  its  spread.  We  had  occasion 
to  prosecute  the  father  of  a  child  for  wilful  exposure  of 
a  case  of  Scarlet  F ever,  the  defence  being  th  at  it  was  a 
mild  case  and  the  doctor  said  it  would  do  no  harm  to  no 

o 

about,  but  the  doctor  was  not  called.  The  magistrates 
inflicted  a  fine  of  5s.  and  costs. 

Much  has  been  written  lately  about  the  isolation  of 
Scarlet  Fever  cases.  The  primary  object  for  which 
infectious  disease  hospitals  have  been  established  by 
municipalities  is  the  prevention  and  stamping  out  of  the 
disease,  and  although  it  may  be  said  that  Scarlet  Fever 
has  not  been  stamped  out,  it  must  be  admitted  that  many 
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lives  have  been  saved,  and  certainly  much  sickness  has 
been  prevented,  so  that  we  have  a  diminution  in  the 
deaths  from  this  disease,  thus  lowering  the  Zymotic  rate, 
and  probably  preventing  the  disease  from  becoming 
epidemic.  In  a  recent  paper  on  “  The  utility  of  Isolation 
Hospitals  in  diminishing  the  spread  of  Scarlet  Fever,” 
by  Hr.  Arthur  Newsliolme,  F.R.C.P.,  M.O.H.  for 
Brighton,  we  find  that  after  discussing  the  subject  very 
fully  he  says,  “  The  preceding  remarks  may  be  sum¬ 
marised  as  follows: — Scarlet  Fever  being  an  infectious 
disease,  personal  contact  between  healthy  and  sick  must 
be  prevented  if  its  spread  is  to  be  abated.  This  can  only 
be  done,  in  connection  with  the  majority  of  homes,  by 
removal  to  an  isolation  hospital.  The  contagimn  being 
particulate  and  microbic  can  be  destroyed  by  appropriate 
disinfection.  So  far  as  we  know  at  present  isolation  and 
disinfection  are  the  only  practicable  means  for  preventing, 
or  at  least  minimising,  its  spread.  These  measures  have 
not  in  the  past  been  completely  successful,  because 
diagnosis  has  been  defective,  carelessness  has  been 
prevalent,  and  isolation  has  been  delayed  and  carried  out 
in  an  insufficient  number  of  cases ;  and  because  disinfec¬ 
tion  has  often  been  effected  in  a  perfunctory  manner. 
Even  were  all  these  measures  successfully  carried  out, 
there  would  probably  remain  a  residuum  of  cases,  occurring 
in  cyclical  waves.  To  suppose  that  the  spread  of  a 
disease  caused  by  particulate  infective  material  is  not 
diminished  by  isolation  of  infective  persons  and  by  des¬ 
truction  of  infective  particles,  and  to  suppose,  further, 
that  the  occasional  occurrence  of  c  return  cases  ’  is  more 
than  a  small  drawback  to  the  good  achieved  by  isolation 
hospitals  is  to  strain  the  facts  and  to  arrive  at  a  con¬ 
clusion  which  is  contradicted  by  our  general  knowledge 
of  the  causation  of  specific  febrile  diseases.” 

(The  Journal  of  Hygiene,  vol.  1 ,  No.  l,p.  145.) 


AGE  INCIDENCES  OF  SCARLET  FEVER 
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MEASLES. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  was  319,  against 
1,560  in  1899.  The  deaths  were  12,  or  3’ 76  per  cent., 
against  6*60  in  1899. 

This  disease  was  epidemic  during  the  latter  half  of 
last  year,  as  you  are  aware  it  was  necessary  to  close  the 
schools  for  a  period  of  six  weeks ;  after  that  was  done  we 
had  a  decline  in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  and 
although  it  has  not  been  entirely  absent  from  the  town, 
we  have  had  only  a  few  cases. 

The  following  list  of  voluntary  notifications  shows  the 
decline : — 


Voluntary  Notifications  of  Measles  in  1900. 


Notifications. 

D>  aths. 

January  . 

113 

1 

February  . 

*72 

1 

March  . . . 

51 

3 

April . . . 

23 

0 

May  . . 

7 

1 

June  . 

11 

l 

July  . 

14 

0 

August  . . . . . . 

5 

0 

September  . 

7 

1 

October  . 

2 

0 

November  . 

8 

0 

December . 

6 

0 

319 

12 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  and  its 
complications  is  28,  against  53  in  1899.  We  may  there¬ 
fore  conclude  that  the  disease  was  less  prevalent  than 
the  year  before. 

The  number  of  deaths  is  shown  in  the  following  tables  : 


January  .. 
February  .. 

March  . 

April . 

May  ........ 

June  . 

July  . 

August _ 

September 

October.... 

November 

December 


Deaths. 


Deaths  in  1899. 


0 

2 

3 
0 

4 
1 
1 
0 
4 
4 


0 

3 

3 

8 

8 

5 

3 

1 

5 

1 

1 

10 


28  !  53 
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TYPHUS. 

No  notifications  of  this  disease  have  been  received 
during  the  year. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Number  of  notifications,  104. 

Number  of  deaths,  19. 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  population,  *29. 

Removed  to  Sanatorium,  67. 

Enteric  fever  has  supplied  us  with  104  notifications  in 
1900,  against  174  in  1899  and  92  in  1898,  although  a 
few  of  these  cases  turned  out,  under  observation,  to  be 
some  other  febrile  condition.  The  number  of  deaths  has 
been  19,  or  18*26  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified,  against 
a  rate  of  14*86  per  cent,  in  1899. 

The  cases  notified  were  as  follows  :  — 


Removed  to 

Deaths  in 

Notifications, 

Sanatorium. 

1900. 

January  . 

8 

5 

1 

February  . 

10 

6 

2 

March  . . . 

11 

9 

1 

April . 

3 

2 

2 

May  . 

8 

7 

1 

June . 

5 

3 

1 

July  . 

5 

4 

0 

August . 

6 

1 

1 

September  . 

15 

6 

2 

October  . . . 

10 

7 

0 

November  . 

13 

9 

4 

December  . 

10 

6 

4 

104 

67 

19 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  we  have  a  less  number  of  cases 
during  the  past  year,  and  some  of  the  cases  we  got  were 
contracted  elsewhere.  The  cause  of  the  other  cases 
could  not  be  satisfactorily  traced.  Every  effort  was 
made  to  prevent  its  spread. 

The  Enteric  death  rate  in  the  following  towns  for 
1899  shows  a  general  prevalence  in  the  country  during 
that  year,  and  Wigan  does  not  bear  unfavourable  com¬ 
parison 
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In  doubtful  cases  we  have  had  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  made  in  the  Thompson  Yates  Laboratory,  Liver 
pool,  most  examinations  confirming  the  diagnosis. 

The  following  list  shows  the  streets  in  which 
Enteric  has  occurred  during  the  year  : — 

Street  List  oe  Enteric  Cases. 


28,  Foy  Street. 

57,  Corporation  Street. 

18,  Canal  Street. 

1,  W  ell  Street. 

2,  Frog  Lane. 

27,  Clayton  Street. 

44,  Byrom  Street. 

79,  Darlington  Street  East. 

10,  Withnall  Street. 

15,  Pottery  Street. 

11,  Burlington  Street. 

3,  Moorfield  Street. 

33,  Walmer  Street. 

41,  Walmer  Street. 

11,  Holt  Street. 

82,  Pool  Street. 

80,  Pool  Street. 

56,  Stanley  Street. 

R.  A.  E.  Infirmary. 

6,  Chadwick  Street. 

31,  Holt  Street. 

3,  Moorfield  Street. 

33,  Walmer  Street. 

25,  Cudworth  Street. 

17,  Upper  Morris  Street. 

52,  Bolton  Street. 

57,  Buttling  Wood. 

6,  Teck  Street. 

61,  Holland  Street. 

57,  Bottling  Wood. 

Bound  House  Cottage. 

57,  Bottling  Wood. 

6,  Stanley  Street. 

23,  St.  Patrick  Street. 

57,  Bottling  Wood. 

11,  Howard  Street. 

18,  Mason  street. 

8,  Holland  Street. 
Workhouse. 

65,  Wilcock  Street. 

3,  Douglas  Road. 

13,  Peet  Street. 

30,  Hardybutts. 

5,  Byrom  Street. 

33,  Stanley  Street. 

21,  Howard  Street. 

149,  Platt  Lane. 


68,  School  Street. 

Leach’s  Yard,  Belvoir  Street 
10,  Warrington  Lane. 

1,  Lancaster’s  Entry,  Lyon  Sf. 

16,  Birkett  Bank.. 

53,  Kirkless  Street. 

99,  G-idlow  Lane. 

5,  Shelrnerdiue  Street. 

13,  Victoria  Street. 

205,  Gidlow  Lane. 

48,  Lime  Street. 

87,  PLi tt  Lane. 

17,  Eai  1  Street . 

7,  Silver  Street-. 

4,  Hardman  Street. 

12,  Park  Road. 

205,  Gidlow  Lane. 

Union  Workhouse. 

27,  Prescott  Street. 

37,  Queen  Street. 

“  Whit  5  Horse,”  Staudishg  tte 
43,  Oxford  Stre.et. 

10,  Well  Street. 

147,  Platt  Lane 

3,  Seed  Street. 

5,  Bridgewater  Street. 

4,  Alliance  Street. 

110,  Chapel  Lane. 

31,  Birkett  Bank. 

30,  Thompson  Street. 

29,  Pool  Stre  et. 

7,  Miry  Lane* 

10,  Victoria  Avenue. 

23,  Turner  Street. 

147,  Platt  Lane. 

21,  Turner  Street. 

40,  School  Street. 

51,  Pool  Street. 

37,  Lime  Street. 

9,  Baker  Street. 

90,  Standishgate. 

82,  Brookhouse  Street. 

51,  Pool  Street. 

51,  Pool  Street. 

66,  Chadwick  Street. 

33,  Stanley  Street. 

19,  Hallgate. 
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DIARRHOEA. 

Number  of  deaths,  W. 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  population,  1*21. 

We  have  had  77  deaths,  against  76  in  1899,  and 
they  occurred  in  the  following  months  : — 


Deaths. 

0-1  year. 

1-5  years. 

Over  5  years. 

January  . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

February . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

March  . . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

April  . . 

1 

0 

1 

0 

May  . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

J  une . . . 

2 

1 

1 

0 

July . 

3 

2 

0 

1 

August . 

24 

23 

1 

0 

September  . 

34 

25 

9 

0 

October  . 

6 

4 

2 

0 

November  . 

2 

1 

1 

0 

December  . 

2 

0 

2 

0 

77 

58 

17 

2 

The  average  Diarrhoea  death-rate  is  the  same  as  for 
1899,  namely,  1*21. 

Diarrhoea  was  very  prevalent  during  the  months  of 
August  and  September,  which  were  very  hot,  and  there 
was  little  rain.^  From  three  deaths  in  July  we  had  a  rise 
to  24  in  August  and  34  in  September,  falling  again  to 
six  in  October.  The  majority  of  these  deaths  were  in 
children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  mostly  bottle-fed. 

To  assist  in  the  prevention  of  diarrhoea,  I  drew  up 
the  following  suggestions  and  had  them  freely  distri¬ 
buted,  Mr.  Halliwell,  the  Registrar  of  Births,  assisting 
us  much  by  giving  them  to  persons  who  registered 
children. 

SUMME  R  DI ARRH  (E  A. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  in  Wigan  last 
year  was  76,  and  as  the  majority  of  these  are  preventable 
it  is  desirable  that  some  information  should  be  given  to 
the  public  through  the  Sanitary  Committee.  I  therefore 
submit  the  following  plain  statements  or  suggestions  for 
its  prevention  : — 
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1st.  Diarrhoea  is  often  only  a  symptom  of  some 
other  disease,  such  as  Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever, 
Consumption  of  the  Bowels  or  Lungs,  and  Disorders  of 
the  Stomach  and  Liver.  This  form  of  Diarrhoea 
requires  judicious  treatment  by  a  Medical  man. 

2nd.  Diarrhoea  is  set  up  by  injudicious  feeding, 
especially  in  infants  and  young  children,  through  eating 
unripe  or  decaying  fruits,  sudden  changes  of  tempera¬ 
ture,  and  by  drinking  large  quantities  of  cold  drinks  when 
very  hot  and  perspiring. 

3rd.  Diarrhoea,  in  the  hot  weather,  may  be 
readily  set  up  where  we  have  insanitary  surroundings, 
bad  drainage,  unpaved  yards,  and  accumulation  of 
garbage  (vegetable  and  animal),  the  want  of  cleanliness 
in  yards  and  passages,  and  the  absence  of  frequent 
cleansing  of  the  surface. 

4th.  Diarrhoea  usually  sets  in  about  the  middle  of 
J une,  when  the  temperature  of  the  earth  is  above  normal, 
and  lasts  till  the  middle  of  October,  and  may  be  said  to 
be  in  epidemic  form  from  the  end  of  June  to  the  end  of 
September.  The  deaths  number  greatest  in  August, 
though  July  and  September  are  months  which  contribute 
a  fair  share.  The  disease  is  most  fatal  in  young  children 
under  one  year  of  age,  and  in  the  aged. 

PRECAUTIONS  TO  BE  TAKEN, 

1st.  Every  precaution  should  be  taken  to  avoid  the 
causes  already  mentioned. 

2nd.  Extremes  of  heat  and  cold  should  be  avoided? 
and  cold  drinks,  when  people  are  hot,  should  not  be  taken. 
Personal  cleanliness  is  desirable.  Young  children  should 
have  a  bath  or  be  sponged  down  with  tepid  water  night 
and  morning. 

3rd.  Frequent  cleansings  of  yards  and  passages 
should  take  place,  and  no  filth  accumulations  allowed  to 
remain.  Disinfecting  powder  (which  can  be  had  at  the 
Sanitary  Offices)  may  be  frequently  sprinkled  over 
unpaved  yards  and  passages. 

4th.  Moderation  in  eating  and  drinking  should  be 
observed ;  unripe  and  uncooked  fruits  should  be  avoided. 
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5th.  As  young  infants  brought  up  with  the  feeding 
bottle  are  peculiarly  liable  to  this  disease,  and  amongst 
whom  it  is  very  fatal,  the  following  simple  rules  should 
be  observed  : — 

FEEDING  OF  INFANTS. 

1.  The  natural  and  best  food  for  a  child  is  its 
mother’s  milk  (breast-fed  children  are  healthiest  and 
strongest),  and  next  best  is  cow’s  milk  diluted  and 
prepared. 

2.  To  feed  a  child  because  it  cries  is  a  mistake  ;  a 
child  should  be  regularly  fed,  whether  by  breast  or  hand. 

During  first  month  :  Once  every  two  hours  between 
4  a.m.  and  10  p.m.,  and  once  in  the  night  between 
10  p.m.  and  4  a.m. 

During  second  month  :  Once  every  2\  hours  during 
the  day  and  once  during  the  night. 

From  the  third  month  :  Once  in  every  three  hours  in 
the  day,  and  once  during  the  night  if  the  infant  awakes . 

3.  During  the  period  of  suckling  the  mother  should 
drink  freely  of  milk  at  her  meals,  and  also  have  a  cup 
of  cocoa  or  milk  between  meal  times.  Stimulants  should 
be  avoided  except  under  medical  advice. 

4.  An  infant  should  be  fed  slowly  ;  each  meal  should 
last  about  15  minutes.  It  should  have  nothing  but  its 
mother’s  milk  till  it  is  seven  months  old. 

5.  When  the  mother’s  milk  for  some  reason  or  other 
is  absent,  and  the  child  is  to  be  brought  up  by  the  hand 
(hand  or  bottle-fed),  then  cow’s  milk,  properly  diluted 
with  water  (or  barley  water)  boiled,  and  a  little  sugar 
added,  is  the  best  substitute. 


Age  of  Child. 

Quantities. 

For  each  Meal. 

Under  6  weeks  old. 

One  part  New  Milk, 
two  parts  Water. 
Mix  and  Boil. 

Give  four  Tablespoon  - 
fills. 

Over  6  weeks  and 
under  12  weeks. 

One  part  New  Milk, 
one  part  Water, 

Mix  and  Boil. 

G-ive  eight  Tablespoon¬ 
fuls. 

3  monbhs  to  8  months. 

Two  parts  New  Milk, 
one  part  Water. 

Give  eight  Tablespoon¬ 
fuls. 
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N.B. — The  milk  used  should  be  as  fresh  as  possible, 
and  should  be  prepared  fresh  for  each  meal. 
A  little  salt  and  some  sugar  should  be  added  to 
make  it  palatable ;  a  tablespoonful  of  lime 
water  causes  the  food  to  agree  better. 

6.  It  is  always  better  to  feed  an  infant  with  a 
spoon  from  a  cup,  or  from  a  small  feeding  cup ;  if, 
however,  a  feeding  bottle  is  used  it  should  be  flat  and 
boat-shaped,  and  have  no  tubing  of  any  kind.  A  cow’s 
teat  or  an  indiarubber  one  should  be  used  ;  one  that  can 
be  turned  inside  out  and  easily  cleaned.  Any  remains 
of  the  milk  in  the  bottle  should  be  thrown  away.  Two 
bottles  should  be  in  use  alternately,  one  being  soaked  in 
cold  water  whilst  the  other  is  in  use,  and  should  be  kept 
in  a  clean  place  free  from  dust. 

Dummy  teats  should  not  be  given  to  children. 

7.  After  eight  months  five  meals  a  day  should  be 
given  at  regular  intervals.  Arrowroot  or  cornflour  may 
be  added,  and  at  10  months  rusks  may  be  given.  The 
meal  times  should  be  7  a.m.,  11  a.m.,  1  30  p.m.,  5  30 
p.m.,  and  10  p.m. 

Weaning  should  take  place  between  the  10th  and 
12th  month ;  if  the  child  has  been  suckled,  then  it 
should  get  a  milk  diet,  prepared  as  before,  with  corn¬ 
flour  or  arrowroot  added,  and  from  12  to  18  months 
oatmeal  porridge,  with  plenty  of  milk,  may  be  given. 

8.  Avoid  giving  children  tea,  beer,  spirits,  or  cheese, 
and  never  give  teething  powders  or  soothing  syrups. 

9.  When  any  illness  occurs,  and  especially  Diarr¬ 
hoea,  medical  aid  should  be  sought ;  it  is  the  neglect  of 
Diarrhoea  in  the  early  stages  that  causes  danger  and 
death. 

10.  Children  should  be  taken  out  in  the  fresh  air 
as  much  as  possible,  and  kept  out  of  the  sun’s  rays. 
They  should  not  be  allowed  to  play  in  the  gutters,  or 
near  gullies  or  drain  openings  in  the  street  or  back 
yards. 
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Diarrhoea  in  the  adult  should  never  be  neglected ;  if 
caused  by  errors  in  diet  or  from  the  greater  heat  or 
exhaustion,  or,  in  fact,  from  any  cause  whatever,  neglect 
usually  proves  disastrous.  Medical  aid  should  be  early 
sought. 

GENERAL  INSTRUCTIONS. 

1.  Fresh  air  should  be  freely  admitted  into  and 
through  the  house.  Sleeping  rooms  should  be  well 
ventilated,  back  yards  and  passages  should  be  frequently 
cleansed,  no  accumulation  of  green  vegetable  or  animal 
refuse  should  be  allowed,  the  ashes  should  be  placed  in 
the  ash  tubs  and  kept  constantly  dry.  All  other  refuse 
matter,  such  as  garbage,  should  be  burned. 

Soap  suds  should  not  be  allowed  to  lie  in  pools,  but 
should  be  swilled  away. 

2.  Children  should  be  sponged  all  over  night  and 
morning,  and  frequent  baths  or  spongings  are  beneficial 
for  everyone. 

Cleanliness  is  essential  to  good  health.  Poverty  is 
no  excuse  for  dirt  and  filth. 

3.  In  summer  children  should  be  lightly  clothed, 
and  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  should  be  avoided. 
Woollen  clothing  should  be  worn  next  the  skin. 

4.  Moderation  in  eating  and  drinking  should  be 
enjoined ;  excess  in  either  leads  to  stomach  and  bowel 
derangements,  and  leads  to  diarrhoeal  diseases. 

Temperance  is  conducive  to  good  health. 

Issued  by  permission  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
By  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

Sanitary  Office, 

Rodney  Street, 

May,  1900. 

I  also  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  various 
medical  men  as  to  the  certification  of  the  disease 

Corporation  of  Wigan. 

Officer  of  Health’s  Department. 

July  18th,  1900. 

ZYMOTIC  DIARRHOEA. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

As  the  period  for  Summer  Diarrhoea  is  at  hand,  I 
venture  with  some  degree  of  diffidence  to  call  your  atten- 
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tion  to  the  alteration  in  the  mode  of  certification  in  this 
disease,  as  recommended  by  a  Committee  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians. 

Diarrhoea  is  a  symptom  of  some  other  disease ;  it 
occurs  in  intestinal  cancer ,  tuberculosis  of  intestines  or 
lungs ,  diseases  of  the  liver  and  pancreas ,  <fc.f  fc.,  and  in 
such  cases  the  primary  cause  should  be  stated  in  the 
death  certificate,  so  as  to  prevent  the  death  being 
registered  as  one  from  Diarrhsea. 

From  a  public  health  point  of  view,  the  deaths  that 
should  be  registered  as  caused  by  Diarrhoea  are  those 
which  are  preventable,  and  which  arise  suddenly,  as  a 
rule,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  the  two  following 
months,  namely,  August  and  September.  For  these  the 
Committee  of  the  College  of  Physicians  recommend  one 
of  the  following  terms  as  the  best  designation  : — 

1.  Epidemic  Enteritis, 

2.  Zymotic  Enteritis,  or 

3.  Epidemic  Diarrhoea, 

all  other  synonyms  to  be  entirely  discarded. 

The  synonyms  in  previous  use  were  : — 

Simple  Cholera, 

Cholera  Nostras, 

Cholera  Infantum, 

Choleraic  Diarrhoea, 

Dysenteric  Diarrhoea* 

As  our  Infantile  mortality  is  high,  I  am  anxious  to 
have  as  correct  a  certification  as  we  can  possibly  get. 
Therefore,  I  shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will,  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  use  the  term 
of  Zymotic  Enteritis  in  all  cases  where  there  is  no  other 
pathological  indication  as  to  the  cause  of  death.  In 
other  cases  where  diarrhoea  has  been  a  secondary 
symptom,  the  primary  cause  should  be  certified,  and 
the  term  diarrhoea  may  be  omitted  as  being  only  a 
symptom. 

With,  every  apology, 

I  remain, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

WM.  BERRY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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As  to  the  causes  of  Diarrhoea,  I  should  like  to 
mention  that  food  contamination  is  a  great  source,  and 
with  regard  to  prevention  will  quote  the  following  : — 

THE  PREVENTION  OF  SUMMER  DIARRHOEA. 

“  Every  year  Summer  Diarrhoea  claims  a  large 
tribute  of  infant  lives,  and  although  at  present  the 
meteorological  conditions  are  hardly  such  as  favour  its 
prevalence,  the  subject  is  always  one  of  anxious  interest 
to  those  responsible  for  the  health  of  large  towns  at  this 
season.  Dr.  F.  J.  Waldo,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
the  Vestry  of  St.  George  the  Martyr,  Southwark,  dealt 
with  the  subject  recently  in  the  Milroy  lecture  which  he 
delivered  before  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of 
London,  and  he  returns  to  it  in  his  annual  report  to  his 
Vestry. 

“  Dr.  Waldo  finds  the  causa  efficiens  of  the  disease 
in  horse  dung.  Many  bacteria  are  equally  at  home  in  the 
intestine  of  the  horse  and  of  man.  These  are  deposited 
in  the  street  in  enormous  numbers,  and  when  dry  aro 
blown  about  in  the  form  of  dust  which  finds  its  way  inte 
house  larders,  milk  shops,  and  restaurants,  and  con¬ 
taminate  the  alimentary  material  exposed  therein. 
Milk  is  an  excellent  breeding  ground  for  bacteria,  and 
this  fact  may  explain  why  town  infants,  who  are  fed 
mainly  on  milk,  are  so  subject  to  the  disease  which  is 
hardly  found  in  the  country  where  the  road  dust  is 
practically  free  from  horse  dung.  A  hot  summer  supplies 
the  temperature  which  favours  the  growth  and  multiplica¬ 
tion  of  the  microbes  ;  on  the  other  hand,  during  the  wet 
summer  the  microbes  are  washed  from  the  air  and  ex¬ 
posed  surfaces.  Dr.  Waldo’s  theory  is  that  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea  is  due  to  a  surface  pollution  derived  from 
street  dust.  The  practical  moral  which  he  draws  is  that 
sanitary  authorities  must  carry  out  a  policy  of  £  thorough  ’ 
in  regard  to  what  Lord  Palmerston,  or  someone  else, 
called  c  matter  in  the  wrong  place,’  whether  in  streets  or 
in  houses.  The  scavenger  must  be  abroad  with  par¬ 
ticular  vigour  during  the  third  part  of  the  year. 

“  Courts,  alleys,  and  passages  should  be  systemati¬ 
cally  flushed  with  hose.  Roads  and  other  pavings  should 
be  hard,  smooth,  and  impermeable,  so  that  they  can  be 
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washed.  The  best  material  for  roads,  in  Dr.  Waldo’s 
opinion, is  hard  asphalte  or  concrete, while  courts  and  yards 
should  be  well  paved  or  flagged.  Milk  should  be  sterilised 
at  the  farm  and  kept  in  sterilised  bottles  until  required 
for  use.  All  dairy  farms  and  dairies  should  be  under 
stringent  sanitary  control  by  a  combined  rural  and 
urban  authority.  Dr.  Waldo  suggests  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  public  service  of  sterilised  milk  where  poor 
people  could  obtain  a  daily  supply  at  a  cost  sufficient  to 
cover  expenses.  Diarrhoea  is  one  of  the  epidemic  diseases 
that  has  shown  no  tendency  to  decrease  with  the  advance 
of  sanitation.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it 
is  preventable.  This  being  so  we  venture  to  echo  the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  famous  question  as  to  certain  other 
preventable  diseases,  e  If  preventable,  why  not  pre¬ 
vented  ?  ’  ” 

(Extract  from  the  i i  British  Medical  Journal July  7, 

1900,  p.  44). 

DIPHTHERIA 

Number  of  notifications,  20. 

Number  of  deaths,  4. 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  the  population,  *06. 

We  had  20  cases  of  Diphtheria ;  on  two  occasions 
had  three  cases  in  one  house.  When  the  inspector 
visited  one  of  the  houses,  however,  the  children  were 
going  about  and  were  said  to  be  quite  better,  and  in  all 
probability  all  the  cases  were  not  Diphtheria. 

The  mortality  rate  is  less,  namely,  *06  per  1,000  of 
the  population.  The  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  cases  notified  and  the  deaths  : — 


Notified. 

Deaths. 

J  anuary  . . . . . . . 

2 

0 

February  .  . 

0 

1 

March  . . . 

3 

0 

April  . 

0 

0 

May  . 

1 

0 

June  . . . . . . . 

3 

1 

July  . 

3 

2 

August . 

0 

0 

September  . . . 

0 

0 

October  . . . 

2 

0 

November.... . 

5 

0 

December . . . . 

1 

0 

20 

4 
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The  anti-toxin  serum  for  Diphtheria  has  been  made 
use  of  in  most  of  the  cases,  and  it  is  owing  to  this,  I 
think,  that  the  mortality  rate  is  lower,  so  that  the  slight 
cost  involved  has  been  amply  repaid  by  the  saving  of 
life.  Several  throat  swabs  have  been  examined  in  Liver¬ 
pool,  some  of  which  failed  to  show  the  bacillus  of 
Diphtheria. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Number  notified,  39. 

Number  of  deaths,  1. 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  the  population,  *01. 

We  have  only  one  death  from  Erysipelas,  against  one 
in  1899  and  four  in  1898. 

A  ♦ 

Enquiries  were  made  in  all  the  notified  cases,  and  in 
several  cases  we  found  an  injury  had  preceded  the 
development  of  this  disease.  The  local  surroundings 
were  also  enquired  into,  and  where  sanitary  defects 
existed  these  were  remedied. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Number  of  cases  notified,  4. 

Number  of  deaths,  5. 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  population,  *07. 

We  have  one  more  case  notified  than  in  the  previous 
year,  namely  4,  against  3.  We  have  5  certified  deaths. 
There  were  2,177  births,  so  when  we  consider  the  number 
of  puerperal  deaths,  5,  the  percentage  is  small,  namely, 
•22.  It  is,  however,  a  preventable  disease,  and  very 
fatal ;  every  precaution  should  be  employed  against  its 
development. 

DISINFECTION. 

Disinfection  has  been  carried  on  as  before.  After 
the  epidemic  of  Measles  had  gone,  the  normal  routine 
work  followed.  Scarlet  fever  being  more  prevalent  in 
the  past  year,  full  employment  has  been  found  for  those 
discharging  the  duties  of  disinfecting. 

SANATORIUM. 

The  Sanatorium  still  does  useful  work,  and  has  been 
taxed  to  its  utmost  in  the  past  year,  especially  in  the 
Scarlet  wards. 
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It  is  imperative  tliat  the  Administrative  Block 
Observation  Wards,  and  a  Discharging  Block  should  be 
erected  as  soon  as  possible,  and  without  much  longer 
delay ;  an  additional  Scarlet  Block  is  desirable. 

I  have  still  to  record  a  greater  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  people  to  get  their  cases  into  the  Sanatorium. 

The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  compul¬ 
sorily  are  as  follows  : — 


Hotifica- 

Removed  to 

Died  in 

tions. 

Sanatorium. 

Sanatorium. 

Small  Pox  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

Typhus . . . . . 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet . . 

484 

211 

8 

Enteric . 

104 

.  69 

11 

Diphtheria  . 

20 

0 

0  • 

Puerperal  . ' . 

4 

0 

0 

Cholera  . 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  . 

39 

0 

0 

Measles  . 

2 

1 

.  651 

280 

20  * 

In  Hospital  December  31st,  1900,  30  patients, 
namely,  Scarlet,  27 ;  Enteric,  3  ;  total,  30. 


Scarlet. 

Enteric. 

Others. 

Total. 

In-patients,  Jan.  1,  1900. 

13 

9 

0 

22 

Admitted  in  1900  . 

210 

53 

17 

280 

Discharged  . 

189 

49 

14 

252 

Died . : . 

8 

11 

1 

20 

Remaining,  Jan.  1,  1901.. 

27 

3 

0 

30 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Sanatorium  was  20. 


All  did  not  die  from  Zymotic  diseases.  This  gives  us  a 
case  percentage  of  9*57,  against  9*57  in  1899  and  8*86  in 
1898. 


Humber  of  notifications  compared  with  other  years  : — 


Diseases. 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

Smallpox  ... 

12 

13 

2 

91 

33 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Typhus . 

18 

20 

34 

33 

20 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  ... 

219 

335 

359 

161 

J51 

191 

420 

245 

484 

Enteric . 

85 

264 

68 

64 

101 

64 

93 

173 

104 

Continued  .. 

29 

71 

32 

29 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  . 

20 

16 

10 

13  • 

10 

23 

12 

13 

20 

Puerperal... 

12 

10 

7 

*  0 

7 

7 

4 

4 

4 

Cholera  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

39 

Total . 

395 

729 

512 

396 

324 

287 

529 

435 

651 
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Analysis  of  notifications  : — 


1900. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

A  Ug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totl 

Smallpox  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Typhus 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet . 

11 

11 

25 

31 

42 

41 

42 

54 

61 

58 

64 

44 

484 

Enteric 

8 

10 

11 

3 

8 

5 

5 

6 

15 

10 

13 

10 

104 

Continued... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  . 

2 

0 

3 

0 

1 

3 

3 

0 

0 

2 

5 

1 

20 

Puerperal ... 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Cholera . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas... 

7 

4 

3 

2 

2 

4 

2 

4 

1 

3 

4 

3 

39 

Total . 

29 

25 

43 

36 

53 

53 

53 

64 

78 

73 

86 

58 

651 

During  the  year  there  were  252  patients  discharged 
■  from  the  Sanatorium  cured,  and  20  died,  making  a  total 
of  272. 

The  number  of  days  they  were  in  was  10,637 
or  39T  days  for  each. 


The  cost  of  maintenance  was  as  follows  : — 


1900. 

Food. 

Stimulants. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s. 

d. 

January  . 

55 

9 

0 

9  19 

6 

February  . 

27 

11 

8 

6  16 

0 

March . . . 

27 

6 

0 

3  1 

9 

April  . 

31 

9 

10 

5  12 

9 

May . 

25 

8 

1 

2  11 

6 

J  une  . . . 

38 

6 

7 

5  11 

3 

July  . .  . 

20 

12 

3 

2  17 

6 

August  . 

56 

14 

0 

3  17 

0 

September . 

29 

10 

5 

3  8 

0 

October  . 

41 

15 

4 

5  13 

4 

November . . 

49 

13 

2 

5  8 

0 

December  . 

52 

11 

9 

5  10 

0 

£456 

8 

1 

£60  6 

7 

Cost  per  Patient, 

1900. ..£1  12 

6f 

£0  4  3| 

55 

1899 

...£1  12 

4i 

£0  5  Hi 

55 

1898 

...£1  8 

6* 

£0  3  H 
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Adminstrative  Department  cost : — 


* 

, 

Porter’s  Rep’rs 

1899. 

Wages. 

Board. 

and  Sundries. 

Total. 

£  s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s. 

d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

January  I... . 

29  15 

8 

27 

4 

5 

57  8 

8 

114 

8  9 

February  . 

28  16 

8 

26 

9 

0 

39  11 

7 

94 

17  3 

March . 

28  16 

8 

26 

9 

0 

23  9 

5 

78 

15  1 

April  . 

28  7 

4 

26 

19 

0 

128  8 

6 

183 

14  10 

May . 

27  6 

8 

21 

0 

8 

43  10 

5 

91 

17  9 

June . 

29  3 

5 

25 

9 

6 

57  15 

1 

112 

8  0 

J  uly . 

26  6 

3 

22 

2 

4 

85  19 

3 

134 

7  10 

August  . 

28  18 

0 

25 

0 

9 

35  12 

10 

89 

17  7 

September  . 

28  16 

8 

24 

16 

6 

49  5 

0 

102 

18  2 

October  . 

28  16 

8 

26 

9 

0 

106  11 

2 

161 

16  10 

November  . 

29  1 

8 

26 

9 

0 

33  19 

8 

89 

10  4 

December  . 

29  1 

8 

26 

9 

0 

52  3 

2 

107 

13  10 

Total  . 

343  7 

4 

304  18 

2 

713  14 

9 

1362 

6  3 

Ditto  1899  . 

£327  1 

0 

296 

10 

4 

625  8 

11 

1248 

0  3 

1898  . 

£307  12 

5 

282 

12 

1 

731  14 

2 

1315  18  8 

„  1897  . 

£287  7 

9 

272 

7 

6 

481  8 

4 

1041 

i 

3  7 

The  total  cost  of  the  Sanatorium  is  as 

follows 

• 

m 

Average 

per  Patient. 

£  s. 

d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

Master,  Matron 

,  and  Nurses 

...  648  5 

6 

2 

6  3| 

Porter,  Repairs 

J&c . 

...  713  14 

9 

2 

10  Hi 

Patients’  Keep 

...  456  8 

1 

1 

12  6| 

Stimulants  .... 

...  60  6 

7 

0 

4  34 

Medical  Superinteneent 

...  150  0 

0 

0  10  8| 

Clerk  . 

...  10  0 

0 

0 

0  8* 

2038  14 

11 

7 

5  6 

Ditto  1899 . £1914  12  4  7  4  6| 

„  1898 . £1851  3  11  7  16  2f 

„  1897 . £1389  4  ’  7  10  12  3| 

„  1896 . £1653  10  11  11  6  6| 


Sanatorium  Staff : — 


Master. 

Housekeeper. 

Six  Nurses. 

One  Ward  Maid. 

One  Housemaid. 
Laundress. 

„  Assistant. 
Porter  and  Gardener. 


OF  ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES  FOR  1900. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES. 

TUBERCULAR  DISEASES. 

Under  this  heading  we  include  Consumptive  diseases, 
such  as  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  Tabes  Mesenterica,  Tuber¬ 
cular  Meningitis,  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 
(Marasmus),  and  other  Tubercular  affections. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  is  69  against 
59  in  1899,  and  59  in  1898. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Wasting  Diseases  of 
Infants  is  61  against  56  in  1899,  and  66  in  1898, 
or  a  rate  of  *95  per  1,000 ;  and  the  number  from  other 
Tubercular  disease  is  18  against  18  in  1899,  and  11  in 
1898,  a  rate  of  *28  per  1,000.  If  taken  together  as 
Tubercular  affections,  we  have  79  deaths,  a  rate  of  1*23 
against  132,  or  a  rate  of  2T1  per  1,000  of  popu¬ 
lation  in  1899. 

RHEUMATISM. 

Rheumatism  caused  12  deaths,  against  4  in  1899, 
whilst  we  have  58  deaths  from  heart  affections,  against 
45  in  1899.  The  majority  of  cases  of  heart  disease  are 
due  directly  or  indirectly  to  Rheumatism  in  one  form  or 
another. 


LOCAL  DISEASES. 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

Respiratory  diseases,  such  as  Pneumonia  and 
Bronchitis,  caused  404  deaths,  namely,  Pneumonia,  208  ; 
Bronchitis,  196.  Together  they  give  us  a  death  rate  of 
6*32  against  4*75  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  1899. 
Respiratory  affections  are  frequently  the  seguelag  of 
Whooping  Cough  and  Measles,  but  these  deaths  are 
classified  with  Zymotic  cases  when  certified  as  a  primary 
cause. 
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INQUESTS  AND  UNCERTIFIED 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  Inquests  for  1900  is  115,  against 
87  in  1899,  and  the  following  verdicts  have  been 
recorded 

I.  Natural  causes  .  35 

II.  Accidents,  burned  .  11 

,,  poisoned  . 1 

,,  run  over .  2 

,,  scalded  .  1 

,,  colliery  . ..  16 

„  fell  downstairs  .  0 

,,  drowned .  4 

,,  falls .  12 

,,  railway  .  6 

„  other  .  22 

III.  Suicide  1 

,,  (poison)  .  1 

IV.  Murders  (drowning)  . 1 

„  (strangulation)  .  2 
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There  were  10  deaths  uncertified  in  1900,  against 
10  in  1899.  They  were  as  follows 

Premature  births .  6 

Heart  failure  .  2 

Convulsions . 2 

10 

PROPERTY  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN 

HABITATION. 

The  following  list  of  insanitary  dwellings  have  been 
reported  during  1900,  and  dealt  with  by  the  Insanitary 
Houses  Committee  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  Part  II. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  Wigan’s  Yard,  Queen  Street. 

No.  3,  Primrose  Hill. 

Nos.  4  and  5,  Primrose  Hill. 

Nos.  I,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  and  11,  Back  Morris  Row. 

Nos.  5,  7.  9,  11,  and  25,  Morris  Row. 

Nos.  13,  15,  17,  19,  21,  and  23,  Morris  Row. 

Nos.  27,  29,  and  31,  Morris  Row. 

No.  2,  Caldwell’s  Yard,  Adelaide  Street. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  Bimson’s  Yard. 

Nos.  22,  24,  26,  and  28,  Adelaide  Street. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  Haslam’s  Yard. 
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Nos.  30,  32,  34,  and  36,  Victoria  Street. 

No.  1,  Latham’s  Yard. 

No.  2,  Latham’s  Yard. 

Nos.  2  and  4,  Victoria  Street. 

Nos.  1  and  2,  Ormesher’s  Yard. 

Nos.  62,  64,  66,  68,  70,  and  72,  School  Street. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  Barlow’s  Court.  School  Street. 

No.  82,  H allgate. 

Nos.  42,  40,  and  38,  Upper  Morris  Street. 

Nos.  6,  7,  8,  and  9,  Woods’  Square,  Upper  Morris  Street. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  Robinson’s  Square,  Lime  Street 

Nos.  13,  12,  11,  10,  8,  7,  6,  5,  4,  14,  15,  3,  and  J,  Shaw’s  Yard 
Boys’  Well  Lane. 

Nos  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  and  12,  Hardy’s  Court,  Scholes. 

Nos.  68,  66,  64,  54,  52,  and  50,  Whelley. 

Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  Wright’s  Yard,  Whelley. 

Nos.  1  and  2,  Hardy’s  Yard,  Whelley. 

Nos.  46,  44,  42,  40,  38,  36,  34,  32,  30,  28,  ar.d  26,  Chapel  Lane. 

Nos  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  Hesketh’s  Yard,  Chapel  Lane. 

Nos.  56,  58,  60,  and  62,  Whelley. 

Nos.  8,  7,  6,  5,  4,  and  3,  Morris  Yard,  Duke  Street. 

Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  Waterheys  Yard,  near  St.  George’s  New  Schools. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  and  19,  Lowe’s  Square, 
Hardybutts. 

Nos.  11  and  13,  Hardybutts. 

Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32,  33,  31, 
14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  24,  25,  26,  21,  and  22,  Rylance 
Row,  Standishgate. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  Bank  Yard,  Standishgate. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  Bull  and  Dog  Yard,  Scholes. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9,  Walsh’s  Yard,  Scholes,  and 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  5,  and  6,  Back  Union  Street. 

Nos.  19,  21,  23,  25,  27,  and  29,  Union  Street. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  proceed  against  any 
owner  for  refusing  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Committee.  The  subject  of  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  will  no  doubt  occupy  the  attention  of  Parliament 
and  Municipal  Authorities  during  the  next  few  years. 
Wigan,  however,  has  not  been  behind-hand  in  getting 
rid  of  insanitary  property  ;  there  is,  however,  much  to 
be  done,  but  I  am  more  and  more  concerned  as  to  what 
becomes  of  the  displaced  tenants.  There  is  difficulty  in 
getting  houses  at  such  a  rental  that  they  are  able  to  pay, 
and  the  time  may  come  when  we  shall  require  to  build 
houses  for  displaced  tenants  under  Part  III.  of  the  Act. 

I  have  already  reported  on  a  Municipal  Lodging 
House  (see  Appendix  I.),  which  I  think  would  be  of  use 
and  prevent  the  overcrowding  which  exists  in  some  of 
the  houses  let  in  lodgings. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

The  Bakehouses  have  been  regularly  visited  by  the 
Inspectors.  Dr.  Maskell  has  made  a  routine  inspection 
for  me,  and  some  of  them  I  have  visited  myself.  No 
action  has  been  required  to  be  taken  during  the  past 
year. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS  AND 
SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1892-1895,  &  1899. 

Mr.  Sumner  has  supplied  me  with  the  following 
report  on  the  above  Acts,  and  on  the  Smoke  Nuisance  as 
carried  out  by  Mr.  Bishop  : — 

SHOP  HOURS  ACTS,  1892-1899. 

During  the  year  1900  the  above  Acts  have  been 
very  carefully  carried  out,  with  the  result  that  very  little 
friction  has  occurred,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the 
different  places  of  business  are  carried  on  in  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  manner.  Six  hundred  and  seventy-five  visits  have 
been  made  to  shops  ;  of  these  143  were  domestic  work¬ 
shops.  At  97  no  young  persons  were  employed. 

In  36  instances  no  Abstract  of  the  Act  was  found, 
but  on  being  spoken  to  these  were  procured  at  once. 

Observations  and  surprise  visits  have  been  made  at 
night  time  to  see  if  Sec.  III.  of  the  1892  Act  (which  I 
append)  was  being  carried  out. 

“  I.  No  young  person  shall  be  employed  in  or 
44  about  a  workshop  for  a  longer  period  than  seventy  - 
44  four  hours,  including  meal  times,  in  any  one  week.” 

44  II.  No  young  person  shall,  to  the  knowledge  of 
44  his  employer,  be  employed  in  or  about  a  shop,  having 
44  been  previously  on  the  same  day  employed  in  any 
44  factory  or  workshop,  as  defined  by  the  Factory  and 
“Workshops  Act  of  1878,  for  the  number  of  hours 
44  permitted  by  the  said  Act,  or  for  a  longer  period  than 
44  will,  together  with  the  time  during  which  lie  has  been 
44  so  previously  employed,  complete  such  number  of 
44  hours.” 

No  contraventions  of  the  first  portion  of  the  section 
was  found,  but  in  the  latter  portion  eight  employers  had 
to  be  cautioned. 
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As  you  will  no  doubt  be  aware,  a  Bill  was  passed 
and  came  into  force  on  January  1,  1900,  and  called  tbe 
“  Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  Act,  1899.”  The  Act  is  a 
very  short  one,  but  very  beneficial  for  the  female 
assistants,  and  provides  that  one  seat  shall  be  provided 
for  every  three  female  assistants  employed.  The  section 
of  the  Act  has  been  thoroughly  seen  to  in  the  borough. 

Under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1878,  the 
sections  relating  to  sanitary  matters  have  received  our 
attention.  Three  hundred  and  forty-eight  visits  were 
made  ;  35  were  domestic,  66  required  to  be  limewashed, 
and  two  required  further  ventilation.  For  repairs  six 
notices  were  served  for  defective  flooring  and  staircasmg ; 
four  also  had  defective  w.c.’s  or  soil-pipes.  All  these 
have  been  remedied. 

SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

This  subject  has  been  one  that  I  have  thought  it 
advisable  to  have  earnestly  carried  out,  inasmuch  as  many 
of  our  chimneys  send  dense  smoke  out  in  a  disgraceful 
manner. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty  observations  have  been 
taken,  and  as  a  result  30  notices  have  been  served. 

If  a  nuisance  has  existed  the  works  have  been 
immediately  visited  and  the  proprietor  or  the  person  in 
charge  has  had  his  notice  drawn  to  the  matter. 

Seventeen  letters  of  warning  have  also  been  sent 

out. 

Three  firms  have  been  prosecuted  during  the  year, 
and  this  resulted  in  two  orders  being  made  for  the 
nuisance  to  be  abated — one  summons  was  withdrawn. 
Several  of  the  chimneys  are  still  giving  a  deal  of  trouble, 
but  taken  in  comparison  with  previous  years  the  im¬ 
provement  has  been  of  a  very  marked  character. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS  AND  MILK 
SHOPS  ORDER,  1885  AND  1886 

Regulations  similar  to  the  Model  Regulations  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  have  been  adopted,  and  1  hope  to 
see  them  enforced  in  the  coming  year.  The  delay  neces¬ 
sary  for  their  consideration  and  adoption  has  prevented 
anything  being  done  in  1900. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  AND  SLAUGHTER 

HOUSES- 

As  in  previous  years  the  slaughter-houses  have 
been  frequently  visited  by  the  Inspectors,  and  I  have 
from  time  to  time  visited  some  of  them,  and  have  also 
paid  surprise  visits  with  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Several  carcases  have  been  condemned  for  Tuber¬ 
culosis.  No  prosecutions  in  these  cases  followed  because 
of  the  owners  having  asked  us  to  examine,  and  when 
condemned  were  willing  to  surrender,  the  carcase.  In 
every  case  it  was  sent  down  to  the  Miry  Lane  Depot  to 
be  destroyed. 

In  one  case  where  the  meat  was  unfit  for  food  (not 
Tuberculosis),  and  was  found  by  myself  and  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  shop  dressed  and  cleaned,  we 
summoned  the  owner  before  the  magistrates.  The  case 
was  dismissed,  as  the  magistrates  were  not  satisfied 
“  that  it  was  exposed  for  sale  and  for  the  food  of  man.” 
If  we  had  a  public  Abattoir  we  should  be  in  a  position  to 
inspect  all  the  meat  killed  and  dressed,  and  bye-laws 
could  be  made  that  no  meat  should  be  brought  in  from 
the  outside  townships  without  being  deposited  for 
inspection  in  the  Abattoir.  Foreign  meat  and  Birken¬ 
head  killed  meat  could  be  exempted,  as  this  is  killed  and 
dressed  under  supervision.  I  have  already  reported  on 
the  subject,  and  my  report  will  be  found  in  Appendix  II. 
Much  difference  of  opinion  has  arisen  of  late  as  to  the 
amount  of  Tuberculosis  it  is  safe  to  pass  or  how  much  is 
necessary  to  be  present  so  as  to  have  the  meat  con¬ 
demned.  I  may  here  say  that  I  have  always  acted  on 
the  lines  suggested  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Tuber¬ 
culosis  reported  in  their  report,  1898. 

These  are  as  follows  : — - 

(a)  When  there  is  miliary  tuberculosis  of  both 
lungs. 

(b)  When  tuberculosis  lesions  are  present  on  the 
pleura  and  peritoneum. 

(c)  When  tuberculosis  lesions  are  present  in 
muscular  system  or  in  the  lymphatic  glands 
embedded  in  or  between  the  muscles. 

(d)  When  tuberculosis  lesions  exist  in  any  part  of 
an  emaciated  carcase. 


o 

CD 

S- 


+3  QJ 


fl  s 

CD  aS  og 


^3 

0) 

N 

•  l-H 

CD 

m 


<D 

m 


bJO 

s- 

O 


43 


M  O 
-  +=>  O 

CD  — 
in  to 
cS  <X>  <D 

«  -a  -o 

c3 

O  V  -*f 
w  O 

YS  G 

s-  _ . 

H  0  3G 
,j3  ^ 

.  -+i  rj 
(M  O  m 


>>  M  2 

*h  a  P 
®.h  O  ■ 

£>  r*  •  rH  T3 

-u>  +=>  *r 

D  ® 

o  52  G  " 
o  o  i 

Tf  3  r— 
i)  o  --3 
£  ,-.  s-i  o3 

C  ^ 

S  ~  G3  co 

OJ  s  3 

Gu43 


(a)  When  the  lesions  are  confined  to  the  lungs 

and  the  thoracic  lymphatic  glands. 

(b)  When  the  lesions  are  confined  to  the  liver. 

(c)  When  the  lesions  are  confined  to  the 

pharyngeal  lymphatic  glands. 

(d)  When  the  lesions  are  confined  to  any  com¬ 

bination  of  fhe  foregoing,  but  are 
collectively  small  in  extent. 


I  can  only  hope  with  regard  to  Meat  Inspection  that 
we  are  within  measurable  distance  of  a  Municipal 
Slaughter-house  and  Cold  Meat  Store. 


BLACK  SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  that  if  the  Inspector 
under  the  Shop  Hours  Act  was  relieved  from  his  duties 
as  Hackney  Carriage  Inspector  we  should  be  able  to  have 
his  entire  services,  and  he  would  take  on  the  duties  of 
Inspector  of  Smoke  Nuisances.  This  has  been  done,  and 
I  think  the  observations  taken  and  the  cautions  given 
have  to  some  extent  diminished  this  nuisance,  but  not  to 
any  great  extent,  and  until  we  receive  more  support 
from  the  judicial  bench  we  shall  not  be  able  to  enforce 
the  time  limit  fixed  for  dense  black  smoke  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  Proceedings  have  been  taken  and  orders  for 
abatement  made ;  when  this  happens  to  be  complied  with, 
in  a  very  short  time  the  offence  has  been  repeated. 
Unless  compulsion  is  put  into  force  I  am  afraid  little  can 
be  done.  In  a  lecture  on  “  The  Character  and  Extent 
of  Air  Pollution  in  Leeds,”  by  Julius  B,  Cohen,  Ph.D., 
Lecturer  on  Chemistry  at  the  Yorkshire  College,  Leeds, 
and  Lecturer  in  the  Victoria  University,  I  find  the  follow¬ 
ing  remarks  (on  page  18)  which  are  appropriate  : — 

“  In  one  of  his  annual  reports  Mr.  A.  E.  Fletcher, 
former  chief  Alkali  Inspector,  has  said  : — 4  The  complaints 
that  are  brought  against  the  emission  of  black  smoke 
from  factory  chimneys  are  numerous,  but  too  intermittent 
and  desultory  to  bring  much  diminution  of  the  evil.  The 
Alkali  Act  gives  no  power  to  control  common  coal  smoke, 
yet  at  two  points  it  comes  so  near  it  that  the  question 
has  often  received  my  close  attention.  It  is  a  curable 
evil,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  cured.’  The  same 
authority  has  also  said  :  4  There  are  difficulties  in  making 
any  change ;  masters  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  alter 
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their  furnaces,  nor  will  the  men  alter  their  method  of 
stoking  the  fires  unless  they  are  compelled.  The  num¬ 
berless  alterations  made  in  the  construction  and  conduct 
of  chemical  works  during  the  last  twenty  years  would 
never  have  been  carried  out  but  for  the  pressure  brought 
on  the  manufacturers  by  means  of  the  Alkali  Act.  So 
it  will  be  with  the  smoke  nuisance.’  ” 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  injury  to  health  which  con¬ 
cerns  a  Sanitary  Authority  whose  duty  it  is  to  look  after 
the  health  of  the  people,  I  will  quote  from  a  memorial 
presented  to  Mr.  Chaplin  when  he  was  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  The  memorial  says  : — 

The  chief  causes  of  complaint  are  as  follows 

(a)  The  Injury  to  Health. — Abundant  medical 
testimony  shows  that  impure  air  is  prejudicial  to  health. 
Air  pollution  affects  the  working  classes  and  those 
directy  responsible  for  it  in  an  unequal  degree,  as  the 
former  are  compelled  to  reside  near  their  work,  whereas 
the  latter  escape,  after  working  hours,  to  the  compara¬ 
tively  pure  air  of  suburban  or  country  residences. 

(h)  The  Decreased  Enjoyment  of  Life. — The  common 
experience  of  all  dwellers  in  a  smoky-polluted  atmosphere 
is  that  it  causes  great  depression  of  spirits.  This  is 
owing  to  the  air  losing  its  invigorating  properties  and 
obscuring  sunlight. 

(c)  The  Injury  to  Vegetation. — This  is  a  serious 
evil,  both  on  sanitary  and  sesthetic  grounds,  as  the 
existence  of  healthy  vegetation  with  its  beneficent 
functions  is  rendered  impossible,  and  the  refining 
influence  of  these  objects  of  natural  beauty  is  thereby 
removed.  The  injury,  moreover,  is  not  confined  to  the 
town  itself ;  but  vegetation  suffers  at  a  distance  of  many 
miles  from  the  industrial  centre. 

(d)  The  Injury  to  Architecture. — The  detrimental 
effect  of  coal  smoke  on  buildings  of  architectural  merit 
in  our  large  towns  is  only  too  obvious. 

(e)  The  Pecuniary  Loss  to  Householders  and  Trades¬ 
people.  —  It  is  indisputable  that,  owing  to  the  effects  of 
coal  smoke,  the  public  have  to  incur  heavy  and  unneces¬ 
sary  expenditure  in  additional  cleaning,  repainting, 
decorating,  etc. 
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(*)  Discouragement  of  Ventilation  and  Cleanliness . — 
Housewives  are  discouraged  in  their  efforts  to  ventilate 
their  cottages  and  to  keep  them  clean.  The  discomfort 
thus  caused  tends  to  induce  men  and  women  to  seek  the 
more  cheerful  atmosphere  of  the  public-house. 

( g )  Separation  of  Classes. — One  of  the  far-reaching 
evils  of  the  smoke  nuisance  is  the  effect  it  has  in  causing 
nearly  all  the  well-to-do  to  reside  out  of  town.  This 
separation  of  the  well-to-do  from  the  working  classes  is 
one  of  the  most  regrettable  conditions  of  town  life. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Water  Supply  has  been  ample  in  quantity  and 
quite  up  to  its  usual  standard  of  purity,  or  rather 
improved  by  the  addition  of  the  Thirlmere  water,  which 
is  softer  than  what  we  obtain  from  our  own  gathering 
grounds.  I  may  note  here  that  the  state  of  the 
gathering  grounds  are  carefully  watched  by  the  Water 
Commitee  so  as  to  prevent  pollution. 

The  analysis  for  water  for  each  month  in  the  year 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  Orsman,  the  Borough  Analyst, 
and  his  remarks  thereon  are  here  appended : — 

January  —  The  water  this  month,  although  a  trace 
harder,  contains  less  dissolved  solids.  There  is  a  slight 
trace  of  suspended  matter,  bat  the  water  is  clear.  The 
water  shows  active  signs  of  self -purification. 

February. — The  only  difference  to  be  noted  in  the 
character  of  the  water  in  this  month  is  the  increase  of 
free  and  albuminoid  ammonia.  This  may  be  accounted 
for  by  the  heavy  fall  of  snow  just  taken  place  lately. 

April. — The  water  this  month  shows  signs  of  con¬ 
tinued  improvement.  Oxidisation  is  in  active  work,  and 
the  water  is  clear. 

May. — The  water  this  month  shows  a  lower  quantity 
of  albuminoid  ammonia  than  in  any  sample  taken  since 
1897.  The  water  is  clear  and  filtered  well. 

June. — The  water  is  low  in  albuminoids  and  oxygen 
absorbed,  and  has  quite  kept  up  the  improvement  shown 
last  month.  The  water  is  bright,  but  contains  a  slight 
trace  of  suspended  matter. 
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July. — The  water  has  kept  up  its  good  qualities, 
and  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance. 

August. — This  sample  has  a  very  turbid  appearance, 
due  to  oxide  of  iron  in  suspension.  This  iron  dust  settles 
out  in  the  water  bottles,  &c.,  giving  a  bad  appearance.  I 
am  told  that  this  happens  every  day.  (This  sample  was 
taken  at  the  Victoria  Hotel.) 

September. — The  above  sample  taken  in  Standishgat-e 
is  very  similar  to  the  last  sample  (August  22nd).  The 
albuminoids  and  hardness  are  a  trace  higher.  No  oxide 
of  iron  separated  out  on  standing. 

October. — There  is  hardly  any  change  in  the  water 
since  last  month  ;  there  is  a  slight  deposit  of  yellowish 
appearance  with  this  sample. 

November. — The  water  though  bright  contains  a 
trace  of  brown  sediment.  There  is  little  change  in  the 
water  since  last  month,  the  hardness  and  albuminoids 
being  the  same. 

December. — Owing  to  the  heavy  rains  the  water  has 
become  somewhat  polluted  with  excessive  surface  water, 
and  this  water  has  slightly  increased  the  albuminoids  by 
the  extra  rush  of  streams  carrying  in  vegetable  debris ,  &c. 


RAINFALL. 

Summary  for  1900. 


Mon!  h. 

.Rainfall  in 
inches  and 
tenths. 

No.  of  days  on  which 
rain  fell,  being  ‘01  of 
an  inch  or  more. 

January  . . . 

4-66 

24 

Feb  i  uary  . 

3-01 

18 

March  . ‘ . 

075 

9 

April . 

1-80 

13 

May  . 

2-18 

14 

•Tune  . 

2-69 

18 

17 

,]  Lllv  . 

1-90 

August . 

6-14 

18 

September  . 

1-64 

12 

October . 

5-61 

26 

November  . 

4-04 

20 

December . 

4-42 

23 

38-84 

212 

The  yearly  average  rainfall  for  the  last  ten  years  is 
35*28,  and  the  yearly  average  number  of  days  on  which 
rain  fell,  covering  the  same  period,  is  196, 
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THE  WEATHER  IN  RELATION  TO 

PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

There  is  no  doubt  about  the  weather  playing  an 
important  part  in  our  death-rate.  If  we  have  severe 
weather  in  the  latter  three  months  of  the  year,  or  if  the 
first  three  months  are  severe  in  character,  especially  by 
winds,  rain,  and  cold,  we  find  that  Pulmonary  and 
Bronchial  Affections  are  prevalent  and  increase  our 
death-rate ;  whereas  if  on  the  contrary  the  weather  is 
mild,  we  have  fewer  deaths  from  these  causes.  If  the 
summer  and  autumn  months  are  hot  and  there  is  great 
drought,  then  Diarrhoeal  Diseases  are  prevalent  and  the 
deaths  increase  our  Zymotic  rate.  Unfortunately  we 
have  no  control  over  the  climate,  yet  what  can  be  done 
is  to  teach  people  how  to  protect  themselves  against 
injury  from  this  cause.  Statistics  are  of  some  use  in 
guiding  us  in  this  matter,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  see  us 
with  the  necessary  instruments  for  taking  records. 

To  show  the  importance  of  the  subject,  I  cannot  do 
better  than  quote  the  following  extract  : — 

IMPORTANCE  OF  WEATHER  STATISTICS  IN 
RELATION  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

“  A  record  of  the  changes  in  temperature,  pressure, 
direction  and  velocity  of  wind,  humidity,  precipitation, 
and  sunshine  and  cloudiness  is  invaluable  in  connection 
with  questions  of  public  health,  sanitary  improvements, 
and  regulations.  No  health  department  should  be 
without  a  thorough  meteorological  equipment.  The 
following  propositions  are  generally  held  to  be  true  : — 

“  A  preternaturally  dry  air,  with  a  high  tempera¬ 
ture,  predisposes  to  the  development  of  fevers  and 
intestinal  disorders.  A  very  moist  atmosphere,  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  low  temperature,  is  likely  to  induce  bronchial 
and  rheumatic  affections. 

“  In  summer  and  autumn  the  tendency  to  sickness 
and  death  is  chiefly  connected  with  the  digestive  organs. 

“  In  summer  and  autumn  a  rise  of  the  mean  tem¬ 
perature  above  the  average  increases  the  number  of  cases 
of,  and  the  mortality  from,  diseases  of  the  digestive 
organs. 
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<4  A  cold  and  rainy  summer  controls  the  prevalence 
and  fatality  of  diarrhceal  diseases. 

44  Diarrhoeal  diseases  become  epidemic  when  the 
subsoil  temperature  at  a  depth  of  4ft.  below  the  surface 
reaches  56  degrees  Fahr.  for  the  season.  The  physio¬ 
logical  effects  of  climate  embrace  the  degree  of  humidity, 
fogs,  cloudiness,  sunshine,  force  and  direction  of  wind, 
purity  of  atmosphere,  and  the  quality  and  energy  of  all 
meteorological  influences.  There  are  injurious  climatic 
influences  in  the  locality  where  an  individual  is  obliged 
to  reside  to  which  he  is  physically  more  or  less  sus¬ 
ceptible  If  his  health  becomes  impaired  a  change  in 
climate  may  do  him  good.  The  locality  which  will  afford 
the  natural  qualities  to  which  the  vital  processes  will 
respond  most  readily  is  the  one  he  wants.  His  physician 
should  be  most  thoroughly  posted  not  only  as  to  the 
meteorological  influences  of  other  places,  but  equally  as 
important  is  an  accurate  statistical  knowledge  of  the 
climate  influences  which  have  operated  to  reduce  the 
patient’s  vitality. 

44  Olimato-therapy  cannot  become  an  exact  science 
until  the  statistical  knowledge  of  vitality,  morbidity, 
mortality,  and  meteorology  has  accumulated,  and  its 
correct  interpretation  is  understood. 

44  Local  Boards  of  Health  should  champion  this  work. 
No  goal  is  more  worthy  of  attainment  than  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  disease.” 

[Extract  from  Sanitary  Record  of  May  26th,  1900.  p.  446.) 

UNPAVED  YARDS  AND  PASSAGES. 

Having  previously  reported  on  unpaved  yards  and 
passages  as  a  source  of  danger  to  health,  your  Committee 
asked  what  steps  could  be  taken.  After  conferring  with 
Mr.  Bolton,  the  Borough  Engineer,  who  pointed  out  to 
me  that  Section  99  of  the  Wigan  Corporation  Act  of 
1899  enabled  this  work  to  be  done,  I  presented  the 
following  report  on  December  4th  to  your  Committee : 
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December  4th,  ]  900. 

To  tbe  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary 

Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  report  to  yon  the  following  yards  which 
are  insanitary  in  consequence  of  being  unpaved.  Pro- 
ceedings  can  be  taken  under  Section  99  of  the  Wigan 
Corporation  Act  of  1899  to  have  this  work  properly 
clone,  so  as  to  prevent  a  recurring  nuisance  : — 

List  1  contains  yards  which  are  common  to  two  or 
more  houses  ; 

List  2  contains  the  back  yards,  the  houses  of  which 
have  recently  had  one  or  more  cases  of  enteric  fever  in 
them. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  Beery, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

LIST  1. 

Nos.  23,  25,  27,  29,  31,  33,  35,  37,  39,  41,  43,  45,  47,  49,  51,  53, 
55,  57,  59,  61,  63,  65,  and  67,  Lime  Street. 

Nos.  38,  40,  42,  44,  46,  and  48,  Lower  Morris  Street. 

Nos.  38,  40,  42,  44,  and  46,  Upper  Morris  Street. 

No.  9,  Wood’s  Yard. 

Nos.  3,  4,  and  5,  Wood’s  Square. 

Nos.  6,  7,  8,  9,  io,  11,  12,  and  13,  Wood’s  Square. 

Nos.  8,  10,  and  12,  Platt  Lane. 

Nos.  1  and  2,  Jane  Street. 

Nos.  14,  16,  18,  20,  and  22,  Platt  Lane. 

Nos.  24,  26,  28,  30,  32,  and  34,  Platt  Lane. 

Nos.  3,  5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  15,  17,  19,  21,  23,  25,  27,  29,  31,  33,  35, 
37,  39,  41,  43,  45,  47,  49,  51,  53,  55,  57,  59,  61,  and  63,  Holland 
Street. 

Nos.  2a,  2,  4,  6,  8,  and  10,  Holland  Street. 

No.  3,  Catherine  Street. 

Nos.  12,  14,  16,  18,  20,  and  22,  Holland  Street. 

Nos.  24,  26,  28,  30,  32,  31,  36,  and  38,  Holland  Street. 

Nos.  40,  42,  44,  46,  48,  50,  52,  and  54,  Holland  Street. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  Greenough’s  Row 
Nos.  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  and  13,  Greenough’s  Row. 

Nos.  14,  15,  16,  17,  and  18,  Greenough’s  Row. 
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LIST  2. 

No.  37,  Lime  Street. 

No.  147,  Platt  Lane. 

No.  3,  Seed  Street. 

No.  27,  Prescott  Street. 

No.  7,  Silver  Street. 

No0  17,  Earl  Street. 

No.  87,  Platt  Lane. 

No.  66,  Wilcock  Street, 

No.  8,  Holland  Street. 

No.  38,  Holland  Street. 

No.  61,  Holland  Street. 

BOROUGH  SURVEYOR’S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  me  with 
the  following  particulars  : — 

t.  c.  Q. 

House  refuse  collected  in  Borough  from  January  1st 

to  December  31st,  1900  .  16,890  3  1 

Pail  excreta  removed  . 8,059  12  1 

Nightsoil  removed  .  474  3  3 

Number  of  pail  closets  in  Borough  ...  8,300 

Number  of  pails  collected  in  1900  ...  461,621 

Cost  (including  washing  and  distribution)  in  1900 .  ,£1,950  0  6 

Cost  of  collecting  ashes  during  1900  .  £1,771  14  10 

or  2s.  OJd.  per  ton. 

Number  of  privy  middens  in  Borough  .  40 

Number  of  privy  middens  emptied  in  1900  ...  374 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1900 .  234 

Number  of  slop  closets  put  in .  Nil 

Number  of  water  closets  in  Borough.,. .  1.927 

WM.  BOLTON, 

Borough  Engineer. 
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Street. 

W  arcl. 

|  Small-pox. 

Scarlet. 

d 

i— 1 

h 

<X> 

+= 

S3 

3 

Typhus. 

Diphtheria. 

1  Whoop.  Cough. 

Measles. 

Diarrhoea. 

Pulmonary. 

Rheumatism. 

i  Cancer. 

Others. 

Total. 

Street. 

Ward. 

Small-pox. 

|  Scarlet. 

|  Enteric. 

Typhus. 

|  Diphtheria. 

|  Whoop.  Cough, 

|  Measles. 

|  Diarrhoea. 

|  Pulmonary. 

|  Rheumatism. 

|  Cancer. 

|  Others. 

|  Total. 

Alliance  Street.. 
Atham’s  Yard... 
Arundel  Street.. 
Ascroft  Street... 
Am?  T iR.nfi 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Benson’s  Yard 

1 

1 

1 

(C-iHlow1)  i 

8 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Barnsley  Street 
Buckley  Houses 
Revan’s  Yard 

8 

9 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

Anderton  Street 
Afghan  Street... 
Ashton  Street . . . 
Acton’s  Court ... 
Ashcroft’s  Yard, 
Queen  Street. 
Adelaide  Street. 
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1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

9 

1 
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9 

9 

1 

1 
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Rishnnp-a.t.e 
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4 

2 

2 
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4 

1 

1 
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Castle  Street  ... 
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10 

i 

4 

4 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

4 

3 

9 

1 

1 

3 

3 

5 

1 

2 

2 

2 
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Ann  St.,  Chapel 
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5 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

Cumberland  St. 
Caunce  Street ... 

fleml  Street, 

3 

1 

2 

3 

5 
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1 

3 

3 

6 
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Addison  Street.. 
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Acton  Street  ... 
Alfred  Street  ... 
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2 
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1 

1 

Cambridge  St. ... 
Chancery  St.  ... 
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1 
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1 

8 

4 
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2 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 
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1 
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1 

3 
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2 
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2 
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2 
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1 
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1 
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Bankes  Street  ... 
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Street. 
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|  Enteric. 

1  Typhus. 

|  Diphtheria. 

|  Whoop.  Cough. 

|  Measles. 

|  Diarrhoea. 

|  Pulmonary. 

|  Rheumatism. 

|  Cancer. 
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3 
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4 
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o 

ft 

£ 

|  Measles. 

Diarrhoea. 

02 

•  rH 

a 

3 

a) 

ft 

3h 

Cancer. 

Others. 

Lea’s  Yard,  Pitt 
Street  . 

! 

Peet  Street  . 

6 

1 

2 

r- 

/ 

i 

1 

i 

Pitt  Street  . 

7 

2 

Lower  Street, 
Stephen  Street 
Little  London  ... 

i 

Prescott  Street.. 

8 

1 

4 

5 

8 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Park  Road  . 

8 

2 

9 

i 

1 

1 

Pagefleld  Street 
Penson  Street  ... 

8 

1 

1 

Lord  Street  . 

9 

1 

2 

2 

9 

1 

McE wan’s  Yard. 
Mitigate  . 

I 

1 

1 

Penson’s  Yard, 
Standishgate . . 
Powell  St.  (Odd) 
P;<rk  Road,s2-14 
Park  Crescent... 

9 

9 

1 

1 

Marsh  Lane . 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

Molyneux  Street 
Morris  Row . 

2 

1 

1 

10 

2 

O 

o 

1 

1 

3 

5 

10  ... 

l 

.  1 

1 

McCormick  St. . . . 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Queen  Street  ... 
Queen’s  Hotel 
Yard,  Wallg’te 
Rigby’s  Yard, 
Scholes  . 

5 

1 

4  '  ' 

7 

Mill  Yard . 

4 

. 

3 

3 

Milk  Street  . 

5 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

Melverley  Street 
Milton  Street  . . . 

6 

1 

1 

(i 

2 

1 

3 

6 

1 

2 

1 

Mill  Street  _ 

rr 

/ 

2 

2 

Robinson’s  Yd., 

Miry  Lane,  1-67, 
10-90  . 

Lime  Street... 

1 

1 

r~ 

l 

rr 

1 

1 

8 

9 

Russell  Street . . . 

1 

1 

•> 

Mason  Street  ... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Regent  Street  ... 
Roscoe  Street  . . . 

2 

9 

i 

Miry  Lane, 
69-75,,  92-102 

4 

1 

8 

2 

2 

Rupert  Street  ... 
Riley’s  Yard, 
Queen  Street.. 
Red  Lion  Court, 
Chapel  Lane . . 
Railway  Street.. 
Rylance  Row  ... 
Rainford’s  Bdgs. 
Rodney  Street... 
Richmond  Street 

4 

1 

1 

3 

Moore  Buildi’gs, 
Frog  Lane . 

i 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 

Moss  Street  . 

8 

2 

2 

2 

6 

Margaret  8  treet 
Moorfleld  Street 

8 

...1.. 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

8 

1 

Meadow  Street 

8 

2 

2 

9 

3 

Molyneux  Yard, 
Lord  Street  . . . 

9 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

10 

1 

j 

Mar’bonne  Pl’ce 

9 

1 

l 

2 

10 

i 

1 

Millgate,  87-111, 
1-85 . 

10 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Ship  Yard., 
Wallgate  ...... 

1 

1 

Marsden  :  treet 

10 

1 

1 

Scholes,  2-138  ... 
School  Lane . 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Manor  Street  .  . 

10 

1 

L 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Marsden’s  Court 

10 

1 

L 

Shaw’s  Yard, 
Boys’ Well  L’ne 
School  Street  .. 

IN  orthumberland 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Street . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

N eville  Street  . . 

3 

1 

1 

2 

St’ndishg’te,l-75 
St.  George’s  Ter. 
Standishgate  PI. 

1 

1 

1 

Newark  Stceet 

8 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Newmarket  St, 

1 

1 

33-41  and  50  ... 

9 

1 

1 

Scholes,  140-230 
Salmon  Street . . . 

2 

2 

,■> 

New  Lodge  . 

9 

3 

3 

3 

1 

N  ew  Market  St  , 

Scholes,  169-279 

3 

2 

1-19 . . 

10 

1 

1 

Stanley  Street . . . 
Schofield  Lane 

3 

1 

4 

3 

Orchard  Street. . . 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Oxford  Street  .. 

2 

1 

4 

3 

8 

(Even)  . 

3 

3 

2 

7 

Orrell  Street . 

4 

1 

1 

Swift’s  Yard  ... 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Orm’ndy’s  H’ses 
Oldfield  Street.. 

6 

1 

2 

3 

St.  Thomas  St. ... 

5 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

Swift’s  Yard, 
Adelaide  St. . . . 

Perch  Street . 

3 

1 

1 

5 

1 

Platt  Lane  . 

3 

1 

2 

5 

1 

5 

14 

Scholefield  Lane 

Pearce’s  Yard, 
Bridge  Stret.. 
Princess  Street . . . 

(Odd)  . 

4 

] 

1 

4 

o 

1 

1 

St.  Patrick  Street 

4 

2 

1 

5 

1 

4 

5 

Scholes,  1-165  ... 
Sayer’s  Yard, 
Scholes  . 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Potter’s  Square 
Pipe  Shop  Yard 
Poolstock  Lane 

5 

1 

2 

3 

6 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

6 

4 

13 

6 

17 

Stuart  Street  ... 

4 

1 

1 

Pool  Street  . 

6 

2 

8 

Spring  Street  .. 
Spring  Grove  ... 
Silver  Street . 

4 

• 

o 

o 

5 

Park  Street  . 

6 

6 

i 

1 

4 

2 

1 

Pottery  Street... 
Pottery  Road  ... 
Piper’s  Alley, 
Pottery  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

4 

6 

6 

1 

1 

2 

Sovereign  Road 
Silverwell  Terr. 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

2 

Sharpe  Street  ... 

7 

1 

1 

r— I 

c3 

4-^ 

O 

H 

3 

2 

LO 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

12 

1 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

3 

5 

10 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1 

2 

8 

12 

4 

2 

1 

6 

o 

O 

5 

3 

2 

8 

3 

11 

3 

3 

2 
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Street. 

Ward  I 

Small-pox. 

Scarlet. 

Enteric. 

|  Typhus 

Diphtheria. 

I  Whoop.  Cough.  1 

1  Measles. 

|  Diarrhoea. 

I  Pulmonary. 

1  Lheumatism. 

1  Cancer. 

1  Other. 

Total. 

Street. 

|  Ward. 

1  Small-pox. 

1  Scarlet. 

1  Enteric. 

1  Typhus- 

i  Diphtheria. 

r-< 

Ti 

3 

O 

O 

d 

o 

o 

35 

£ 

1  Measles. 

|  Diarrhoea. 

1  Pulmonary. 

Rheumatism. 

1  Cancer. 

Other. 

Snn.nfi  Street 

7 

1 

1 

Water  Street  ... 

] 

1 

Swann  Street, 

7 

6 

6 

Water  Heyes  Rd 

2 

1 

SOart  no-field  Road 

8 

2 

2 

Westminster  St. 

2 

1 

1 

Swinlp.v  R,oa,d 

9 

1 

3 

4 

Windsor  Street. 

j  2 

3 

8  win  lev  Strppt 

9 

1 

1 

Weston  Street  .. 

2 

r  ’  ■ 

* 

1 

1 

Swi  n  1  p v  T j9,n  p 

9 

1 

1 

Whelley  (Even). 

2 

2 

2!.. 

4 

Standishgate, 

| 

Wright'  Street... 

2 

. , , 

1 

38-140,  85-143 

9 

4 

1 

5 

10 

Wallace  Lane 

2 

1 

Sha,w  Street,  .  . 

9 

1 

1 

2 

Whelley  (Odd) . . 

3 

3 

7 

Sea, ri  shriek  St, 

9 

1 

1 

2 

William  Street.. 

3 

1 

Smithv  Ya,rd. 

I  . 

Well  Street . 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Wigan  Lane 

9 

1 

1 

Walsh’s  Yard, 

St.  Anne’sSquare 

9 

1 

1 

1 

Scholes  . 

4 

3 

1 

Stirling  Street... 

9 

j 

1 

1 

Wellington  St... 

4 

2 

2 

Shelmerdine  St. 

10 

1 

3 

4 

Warrington  Lne 

4 

4 

Standishgate, 

Walmesley  St.... 

4 

1 

6-36  . 

10 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Wall  parte,  09-135 

5 

2 

1 

Spring  Gardens. 

10 

1 

1 

Wbods’  Street 

5 

1 

1 

Shaw’s  Yard, 

... 

Woods’  Grove 

5 

1 

2 

11  allgate  . 

10 

2 

2 

Wood  Street 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Turner  Street 

2 

1 

1 

Whorl  Yard, 

Tichborne  Street 

2 

1 

1 

.Tames  Strppt.. 

5 

1 

Thompson  Street 

2 

1 

1 

Wallg’te,  267-313 

Teck  Street  . 

4 

1 

1 

2 

250-304 

6 

1 

2 

Tipping  Street 

6 

1 

1 

2 

Whlmsley’s  Av. 

6 

1 

Tickle  Street  .  . 

7 

1 

1 

Wlgna.ll  Street 

6 

1 

1 

Taylor  Street  . . . 

7 

1 

4 

5 

WVilmer  Street. , 

6 

1 

...  1 

1 

1 

1 

Upper  M’rris  St. 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

10 

W i  1  cock  Street, . 

7 

...  1 

1 

2 

3 

Union  Street  ... 

4 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Wallg’te,  104-248 

7 

2 

5 

Union  W’rkh’se 

8 

1 

1 

10 

1 

40 

59 

W  a,d  d  i  n  chon  ’  s 

Upper  St.  St’phn 

BdgSjCl’yt’nSt. 

7 

1 

1 

1 

Street . 

8 

1 

1 

Weds’  Va.rr] 

LTpper  Diccons’n 

Gt,  George  St. 

7 

1 

Street . 

9 

1 

1 

Whorl  house  T,no 

8 

1 

1 

5 

17 

Vaughan  Street. 

2... 

1 

1 

2 

W est,  Street 

8 

1 

Vauxhall  Load.. 

4... 

2 

2 

4 

8 

W ri p4i  tin  cton  St 

9 

2 

Vine  Grove  . 

5... 

1 

1 

Wigan  Lame 

9 

1 

6 

1 

LI 

Victoria  Street.. 

5 ... 

1 

6 

8 

15 

Woods’  Yard 

Vere  Street  . 

7  ... 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1  hike  Street 

9 

2 

1 

Vitriol  Fold  ... 

8  ... 

1 

1 

Whittaker’s  Yd 

Victoria  Avenue 

8  ... 

1 

1 

W i  cam  T  ,am  e 

9 

1 

Withnall  Street. 

1  ... 

■y 

i 

1 

W Orsl  e v  Terrace 

9 

1 

Wood’s  Square, 

Wiend 

in 

1 

Up.  Morris  St. 

1 

% 

2 

2 

V n.tes’  V a  i’d 

Windmill  Street 

1  ... 

1 

1 

W a,l  1  a.ee  T  ,a  n  e 

2 

1 

Wood’s  Square, 

Yates  Street 

7 

1 

5 

Lime  Street ... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Y  ork  Street 

7 

1 

4 

4 

Worsley’s  Yard, 

1 

York  Street  East 

7 

i 

4 

School  Street.. 

1 .  J 

) 

1 

1 

T 

l 

1 

! 

zdie^tib:  ^etuir-cts  c:h:.a.:r,t  1 

- ■:  1900.  : - 


All  Causes  (Red) 
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Measles  (Red) 

Whooping  Cough  (Black) 


'Marcfo 

j/ZpriZ 

.Mai/ 

iJi/Tte 

JuZp 

6/7/7/ ?/sl 

SepZomZ/er 

OcZoder 

JVbvemler 

JZecemfier 

3 

10 

*7 

24- 

31 

7 

14 

21 

28 

5 

12 

14 

26 

2 

4 

16 

23 

30 

7 

16 

21 

28 

6 

11 

18 

26 

1 

8 

16 

22 

29 

6 

m202’J 

3 

70772? 

4 

8  762220 

1 - 1 - f - - 

♦ 

! 

_ 

1 

_ L 

— 

M. 

_ 

— 

M 

— 

— 

72 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■72 

22 

_ 

— 

— 

- 1 - 

.A. 

- 

— 

— 

— - 1 - 

2 L 

2L 

' 

— 

— 

.3. 

1 

— 

v 

-V 

2^ 

7? 

1 

1 

277 

i 

277 

i 

22 

- 

72 

277 

. 

* 

8 

• 

6 

— 

— 

2 

• 

h 

? 

/ 

a 

, 

* 

— 

— 

CHABT  SHEWING-  DECLINE  OF  WIGJ-AAXT  DEATH  ZELAATE 


SUsTCE  1874:. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Chief  £abita^  injector. 

1900. 


WIGAN  : 

THOS  WALL  AND  SONS,  LIMITED,  PRINTERS,  OBSERVER  ”  OFFICE. 

1901. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


Summary  of  Nuisances  dealt  with 
Common  Lodging-Houses 

Slaughter-Houses,  &c _ 

Fellmongers 
Gut  Scrapers  ... 

Canal  Boats 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention  Act)  ... 
Food  and  Drugs  and  Margarine  Acts 
Smoke  Observations  ... 

Factory,  Workshops,  and  Shop  Hours  Acts 


58,  59 

59 

60 
60 
61 
61 
62 
62 

63 

64 


1900. 


Sanitary  Department, 

14,  Rodney  Street, 

Wigan. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  and 

Sewerage  Committee. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Tenth 
Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  by  the  members  of  the 
staff  of  this  Department  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1900.  During  the  past  year  the  work 
has  been  heavy  owing  to  the  number  of  cases  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease  which  have  been  notified,  and  an  Inpector 
has  had  practically  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  work 
of  visiting  houses  in  which  cases  have  existed,  so  as  to 
see  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  instructions 
were  being  properly  attended  to.  The  systematic 
inspection  of  houses  has  been  carried  out  in  Victoria 
Ward,  with  beneficial  results. 

The  “  Black  Smoke  ”  nuisance  has  received  the 
attention  of  the  Department,  and  I  am  pleased  the  sug¬ 
gestion  made  in  my  last  report  has  been  agreed  to  ;  and 
Mr.  Bishop  has  been  attached  to  our  Department  alone, 
and  has  done  good  work  with  this  class  of  nuisance. 

The  Shop  Honrs  Act  and  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shops  Acts  (as  far  as  relates  to  our  Department)  have 
had  every  attention,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  appended 
statistics. 

Since  Mr.  Bishop’s  appointment  in  the  Department 
we  have  been  enabled  to  keep  a  stricter  supervision  over 
the  houses  “  let  in  lodgings  ”  in  the  Borough  and  the 
Common  Lodging  Houses,  with  the  result  that  they  are 
kept  in  a  better  condition  than  formerly. 
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Houses  and  Premises  Inspected  ... 

.  .  . 

...  5544 

Nuisances  Discovered 

•  •  • 

...  887 

,,  Abated  ... 

r  •  • 

...  767 

Notices  Issued  (Preliminary) 

•  •  . 

...  411 

,,  (Formal)  ... 

87 

Letters  Written  re  Nuisances 

*  .  • 

...  244 

Re-inspections  made  (about) 

•  •  • 

...  17,424 

Nuisances  remaining  on  books  December 

31st,  1900  207 

DESCRIPTION  OF  NUISANCES  DEALT  WITH. 


Defective  Drainage 

•  •  i 

36 

Choked  Drains 

•  •  • 

108 

Defective  Gullies  (want  of  grids  on  gu' 
included) 

lies 

35 

Defective  ISink  Waste  Pipes 

•  •  • 

24 

Sink  Pipes  connected  to  drains  ... 

•  •  • 

9 

Bath  and  Lavatory  Waste  Pipes  connected 
Soil  Pipes  or  Drains  ...  ... 

to 

•  •  • 

1 

Soil  Pipes  Defective 

»  e. 

4 

,,  Un  ventilated  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

Defective  W.C.’s  ... 

«  •  • 

5 

,,  Pail  Closets 

•  •  * 

102 

„  and  Choked  Waste  Water  Closets 

•  •  • 

22 

,,  Ash  Places 

•  •  • 

55 

,,  Privies  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation  to  Houses  or 
Workshops 

4 

Defective  Spouts  (Eaves  and  Downspouts 

•  • 

50 

,,  Roofs  ... 

«  •  • 

26 

,,  and  Unpaved  Yards  or  Passages 

•  •  • 

74 

Houses  without  proper  Drainage... 

•  •  • 

3 

,,  Overcrowded  (with  Lodgers) 

•  •  • 

74 

„  Filthy 

•  •  ♦ 

44 

,,  with  Damp  or  Defective  Walls  ... 

20 

,,  without  through  Ventilation 

•  t  • 

2 

Defective  Middensteads  ... 

•  •  « 

1 

Accumulation  of  Manure  ... 

«  •  • 

16 

,,  Water  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

,,  Rubbish... 

v  •  • 

4 

Keeping  of  Animals  (including  Poultry 
Pigeons).. 

and 

•  •  • 

53 

Dirty  Bakehouses  (requiring  Limewashing) 

•  •  • 

12 

,,  Workshops  ,, 

•  •  • 

18 

Houses  with  Foul  Pan  Closets 

•  •  • 

2 

Miscellaneous 

•  •  • 

75 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough  are 
of  a  very  poor  class  on  the  whole  ;  there  are,  however, 
three  or  four  which  may  lay  claim  to  being  of  a  good 
class.  With  the  exception  of  two  they  have  all  been 
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“  adapted  ”  houses.  Strict  supervision  is  kept  over  all 
the  houses,  and  many  nightly  surprise  visits  have  been 
made  not  only  with  the  object  of  preventing  overcrowd¬ 
ing,  but  to  see  that  there  are  no  cases  of  illness  that 
may  be  of  an  infectious  character;  the  last  two  out¬ 
breaks  of  Small-pox  were  attributable  to  cases  having 
been  brought  into  the  Borough  by  people  who  frequent 
this  class  of  house. 

*  Houses  let  in  lodgings  have  also  received  our  atten¬ 
tion  during  the  year,  and  I  may  claim  that  our  action 
with  regard  to  these  houses  has  been  the  means  of  a 
better  attention  being  given  to  carrying  on  this  business.  6 
In  some  instances  we  found  the  beds  were  being  occu¬ 
pied  both  day  and  night ;  this  I  may  say  we  immediately 
put  a  stop  to. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


No.  of  Common  Lodging 

Houses  Registered 

.  17 

,,  Lodgers  Registered  for  (p 

er  night) 

.  570 

,,  Visits  by  Day  ... 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

400 

,,  Visits  by  Night... 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  260 

,,  Lodgers  Housed 

during 

year,  as  per  C.  L.H. 

Returns 

•  •  • 

...141,122 

Prosecutions 

•  •  • 

... 

.  4 

Convictions 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

.  4 

Amount  of  Penalties  ... 

•  •  i 

«  •  • 

Costs 

5?  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2s.  and  Costs 

,,  «  •  ' 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2s.  6d.  and  Costs 

n 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

5s.  and  costs 

No.  on 
Register. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

10 

13 

11 

18 

19 

24 

26 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 


HOUSES. 


1,  3,  5,  Union  Street 
16,  Hardybutts  ... 

87,  89,  91,  Millgate 
1  Hardybutts  ... 

31,  Scholes 

1,  Swift’s  Yard,  Millgate 
7,  Hardybutts  ... 

21,  Rylance  Row 

22  ,, 

28,  Wiend 
30,  Hallgate 

27  „  . 

19,  Warrington  Lane  .. 
5,  7,  9,  Scholes  ... 

7  and  9,  Union  Street  .. 
36  and  38,  Hardybutts  .. 
21,  Hardybutts  ... 


Registered 

for. 

48 

8 

44 

24 

15 
38 
12 

9 

7 

41 

16 
85 
29 
37 
52 
88 
17 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  subject  of  slaughter  houses  has  been  before 
the  Committee  on  several  occasions,  with  the  result  that 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  submitted  a  report  on  the 
slaughter  houses  of  the  borough  and  classed  them  in 
three  classes.  There  is  only  one  slaughter  house  in  the 
borough  that  is  really  worthy  of  the  name  ;  the  others 
are  unfitted  by  their  structure  and  general  surroundings 
for  the  purpose. 

All  the  slaughter  houses  are  regularly  visited  and 
inspected,  and  many  surprise  visits  are  paid  both  by  day 
*  and  night. 

The  Bye-Laws  are  fairly  well  carried  out,  and  the 
majority  of  the  butchers  do  their  best  to  see  that  no 
contravention  occurs. 

In  no  instance  have  I  had  to  institute  proceedings 
against  any  keeper  of  a  licensed  slaughter  house  during 
the  past  year. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  Visits  to  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  2080 

,,  ,,  Markets  ...  ..  ...  ...  120 


1 

Behind  8,  Darlington  Street 

•  •  • 

W.  Moore. 

2 

,,  60,  Darlington  Street 

•  •  • 

J.  H.  Green. 

4 

Watmough’s  Yard,  Scholes 

t  »  i 

McAvoy. 

6 

Upper  Morris  Street 

•  •  • 

W.  Walsh. 

7 

Rigby’s  Buildings,  Scholes 

•  «  • 

H.  Smith. 

8 

Behind  124,  Scholes 

•  •  • 

J.  Watts. 

11 

Wiend 

•  •  • 

H.  Sawbridge. 

12 

Water  Street 

*  •  • 

J.  H.  and  W.Cordeaux. 

14 

Behind  75,  Wigan  Lane... 

•  •  • 

J.  Jackson. 

18 

Bottom  Croft 

•  •  • 

R.  Johnson, 

19 

Shaw’s  Yard,  Hallgate  ... 

•  •  • 

J.  Smirk. 

24 

Clayton  Street 

•  •  • 

C.  Sawbridge. 

28 

Hilton’s  Yard,  Scholes  ... 

•  •  • 

J.  Hilton. 

29 

Mill  Yard . 

*  •  t 

E.  Hamill. 

30 

Behind  53,  Birkett  Bank 

•  •  • 

W.  Hasleden. 

32 

Altham’s  Yard,  Standishgate 

*  •  • 

L.  Mynekyme. 

35 

New  Square 

•  •  • 

F,  Knorzer. 

36 

Silver  Street 

•  •  • 

E.  McAvoy. 

39 

Behind  133,  Standishgate 

•  •  • 

J.  Hill. 

41 

122,  Scholes 

EELLMONGERS. 

J.  Lowe. 

Millgate 

•  •  • 

T.  E.  Dix. 

Church  Street  ... 

•  •  • 

J.  Smith. 
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GUT  SCRAPERS. 

* 

Shaw’s  Yard,  Hallgate  ...  ...  Christopher  Eckman. 

Robin  Hood  Yard  ...  ...  ...  Carl  Harder. 

The  following  shows  the  quantities  of  unwholesome 
meat,  &c.,  seized  and  destroyed  at  tht  Miry  Lane  Depot 
during  the  year  : — 

Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs. 


Beef  ...  ...  ...  3  8  3 

Pork  ...  ...  ...  0  11  3 

Fish  (Flat,  &c.)  ...  ...  8  18  1 

„  (Shell)  .  2  0  2 

No.  of  Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Convictions 

Dismissed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  was  des¬ 
troyed  : — 

Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs. 

Fish  Refuse,  &c.  ...  ...  39  7  3 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS,  "1877-1884. 

The  boats  passing  through  this  district  are  (as  will 
be  seen  from  the  small  number  of  notices  issued)  in  good 
condition  ;  they  are  generally  clean  and  well  kept,  and 
very  few  children  have  been  found  on  board.  When 
children  have  been  found  on  board  it  has  generally  been 
in  the  summer  months  (during  their  holidays). 

H.M.  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats  (Mr.  Llewellyn)  has 
paid  a  visit  to  the  town  ;  went  through  my  books, 
accompanied  me  to  the  canal  to  inspect,  and  afterwards 
expressed  himself  well  pleased  with  the  way  the  work 
was  being  carried  out. 


No.  of  Boats  Registered  at  Wigan  ...  ...  ...  ns 

,,  Applications  for  Registeation  during  1900  ...  0 

,,  „  Granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  o' 

,,  Boats  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  229 

,,  Notices  Issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

„  ,,  Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Boats  Re-registered  ...  . ..  ...  ...  j 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  PREVENTION  ACT,  1890. 

Consequent  on  the  numerous  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  the  past  twelve  months,  it  has 
taken  up  the  whole  time  of  an  Inspector  visiting  the 
different  houses  and  seeing  that  the  precautions  issued 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  being  properly 
carried  out.  In  many  instances  certain  houses  had  to 
be  visited  two  or  three  times  a  week.  From  the 
appended  particulars  you  will  gather  the  amount  of 
work  the  infectious  cases  produce. 

Acting  upon  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  in¬ 
structions,  we  have  in  many  instances  fumigated  after 
deaths  from  Phthisis. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had  occasion  to  pro¬ 
cure  new  vans  for  the  removal  of  infected  bedding  and 
for  taking  the  articles  back  after  disinfecting.  These 
have  been  specially  made  by  Mr.  Knowles  at  our  Miry 
Lane  Depot,  and  are  a  very  great  improvement  on  the 


old  ones. 

No  of  Houses  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  841 

,,  Rooms  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  1137 

,,  Beds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  519 

,,  Mattresses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  248 

,,  Sheets  and  Quilts  ...  ...  ...  ...  1753 

,,  Other  Articles  ...  ...  ...  ...  1887 

Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Convictions...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Amount  of  Penalties  ...  ...  ...  5s.  and  Costs. 

No.  of  Rooms  Cleansed  and  Limewashed  after 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  987 

No.  of  Visits  to  Houses  re  Cleansing  ...  ..  1450 


No.  of  Visits  to  Houses  re  Infectious  Diseases  ...  2280 

HALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1877  to  1899. 
MARGARINE  ACT,  L877  to  1899. 

The  working  of  the  above  Acts  has  been  duly 
carried  out  during  the  year,  and  the  majority  of  articles 
purchased  have  been  found  genuine.  The  adulterated 
samples  have  generally  been  sold  by  certain  persons  who 
have  made  such  practices  a  trade.  Under  the  new  Act. 
1899,  an  Inspector  is  entrusted  with  greater  powers,  so  that 
we  may  hope  in  the  near  future  to  have  cleared  the 
town  of  such  people. 
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In  no  instance  was  anything  found  wrong  with  the 
Beer  bought  for  analysis.  * 


No.  of  Samples  Obtained 

106 

,,  Genuine 

100 

,,  Adulterated 

6 

Samples. 

Milk . 

16 

Butter 

41 

Margarine 

9 

Cheese 

5 

Coffee  . 

5 

Tea 

1 

Lard  .. 

2 

Beer  ... 

22 

Spirits 

5 

106 

Prosecutions ... 

15 

Dismissed 

# 

1 

Convictions  ... 

•  •  • 

9 

Withdrawn  ... 

«  •  • 

2 

N  on-appearance 

Amount  of  Fines  : — 

•  «  • 

3 

1  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

Costs. 

2  . 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

n 

4  . 

>» 

5  . 

£2  and  Costs. 

6 

£15 

5  J 

7  . 

£5 

>) 

8 

£15 

5) 

9  . 

5s, 

)> 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

With  regard  to  the  nuisance  arising  from  the 
emission  of  black  smoke  from  the  chimney  stacks  of  the 
factories  and  works  in  the  town,  there  has  been  a  decided 
improvement  during  the  past  year.  A  few  years  ago  it 
was  quite  a  common  thing  for  the  chimneys  to  be  seen 
belching  forth  dense,  black  smoke  for  as  much  as  forty 
minutes  in  the  hour,  but  this,  1  am  pleased  to  say,  is  a 
thing  of  the  past.  There  are  still  some  serious  offenders 
in  this  respect,  bui  they  are  gradually  conforming  to  our 
requirements.  Since  Mr.  Bishop’s  appointment  under 
the  Department  we  have  been  enabled  to  deal  with  this 
class  of  nuisance  more  fully  than  before. 
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Smoke  Observations  Taken...  ...  ...  260 

-*  Notices  Issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

„  Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  — 

Letters  Sent  Out  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Summonses  Taken  Out  ...  ...  ...  2 

Convictions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dismissed  or  Withdrawn 
Amount  of  Penalties  : — 

Costs 

Costs  and  Order  to  Abate  in  seven  days. 


FACTORY,  WORKSHOPS,  AND  SHOP  HOURS 

ACTS. 

With  regard  to  the  above  Acts,  I  may  say  the 
workshops  of  the  town  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  condi¬ 
tion,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  Medical  Officer’s  notes  on 
the  subject. 

No.  of  Visits  to  Shops  (Day)  ...  ...  ...  660 
No.  of  Visits  to  Workshops  (Day)  ...  ...  348 

In  conclusion  I  must  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for 
your  kindness  during  the  past  year  in  appointing  me  as 
one  of  your  Delegates  to  the ‘Congress  of  Public  Health 
at  Aberdeen,  and  for  your  support  in  matters  regarding 
the  work  of  this  Department.  I  must  also  say  that  the 
different  members  of  the  staff  have  worked  zealously 
and  earnestly  in  carrying  out  their  duties,  which  at  all 
times  demand  firmness  allied  with  tact  and  consideration. 


I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  SUMNER, 

Associate  Sanitary  Institute, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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